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Used by War Office, Admiralty, and all British 
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ANY QUANTITY SUPPLIED, 
NO SPECIAL CUNTRACT REQUIRED. 
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THE CITY COMPANIES. 


HE origin of trade guilds dates from ancient times, 
and they have played no small part in the history 
of every European country as well as those of 
the Far East. The voluntary association of 
men of the same calling for the promotion of 

eommon interests, for protection, and for the advancement of 
_ the crafts was a vital matter in days when law was imperfectly 
administered and when education was difficult to attain. 

Leader Scott, in his fascinating book, the ‘ Cathedral 
Builders,” builds up a very plausible theory in support of the 
assumption that the greatness of the medieval architectural 
epoch in Europe was the result of the activity of the Comacine 
Guild of Master Masons, whose orizin he traces back to the 
time of ancient Rome ; while tradition may link it up with the 
anterior age in which Solomon built his Temple and with the 
mystic order of Freemasons. The exact amount of truth and 
fiction on which learned theories of the subject are based 
must ever be a fertile ground for discussion and debate; but 
it is certain that from the early days of recorded history in 
this and other lands the activities of the trade guilds 
formed ani important element in our national life, and each of 
the City Companies is a living strand connecting the present 
age with the past. The growth and prosperity of London were 
aided and increased by the activities of the guilds, to each of 
which important functions and duties were relegated, and the 
fact that they acquired wealth and influence and were 
appointed to administer bequests of property and money is a 
sign of the estimation in which they were regarded by our 
forefathers. 

The City guilds are divisible into two classes—those which 
controlled and largely directed commercial enterprise, such as 
the Mercers, with the closely-allied associations of the Merchants 
of the Staple and-Merchant Adventurers, the Grocers, who 
. acted for centuries as public -weighers for the Port of 
London, and also the associations which were more purely 
craft guilds, like the Armourers and Braziers, the Goldsmiths, 
Blacksmiths, Carpenters, Joiners, Masons, Painters, Plumbers, 
and Glaziers. In many instances the functions originally fulfilled 
by the guilds have become obsolete, as is the case with the 
Girdlers and Armourers, and such Companies have become 
‘dispensers of educational and other benefits for the general 
service of the community. In the case of the Barbers, whose 
functions up to the year 1745 included surgery, the scope of 
the Company’s activities have become altered by subdivision 
and the formation of later associations. By similar processes 
& Separation was made between the Mercers and Haberdashers, 
the Grocers and Apothecaries. Other of the Companies, such 
asthe Fishmongers, became divided into two Companies, which 
subsequently were united again into one body. 
| The craft guilds sought to obtain as far as possible a 
Monopoly of their crafts, excluding all who had not been 
formally admitted to them through the gate of a recognised 
| @pprenticeship, and they were assisted by law and common 
custom in maintaining such privileges. Thus we find the 
Carpenters at dispute from time to time with the newer body 

joiners as to the limitations of their crafts, and their rights 

punishment against those who transgressed the rules laid 
wn for the proper regulation of the various trades were 

Nn exercised. 

In this respect the craft guilds resembled trade unions, but 
Mey combined with a sense of their rights and privileges a 

mn determination to advance craftsmanship and technical 

bwledge, their desire being to increase the importance of 

i craft to the body politic by maintaining a high standard 


of excellence, and insisting among: themselves that their 
members should be what they professed to be—master craftsmen. 
They promoted the real dignity of labour by showing 
that the best results could alone be attained by practical 
technical skill—a result brought about by intelligent and well- 
directed work and not by agitation. Nor did they, like the 
unions, seek to regulate the rate of wages paid in their crafts. 

The guilds are first mentioned in the reign of Henry L., 
though their history must extend to a much earlier date. 
Originally they had no official position, but were tolerated on 
the payment of an annual rent or “ ferm” to the Crown. The 
oldest charter of incorporation given to any Company is that 
granted by Henry II. to the weavers, confirming privileges 
granted to them in the time of his grandfather in consideration 
of a yearly payment of two marks of gold. Practically all the 
guilds in the early period of their exister xe formed fraternities 
in connection with some religious body, and religious observances 
were closely associated with their history. It was, among 
other duties, an obligation laid on them to attend the funerals 
of members of their guilds and to maintain their own poor. 

After their incorporation in the form of companies they 
gradually acquired lands and property, interesting themselves 
in the provision of means of education and building halls 
in which to meet and transact business. There are three 
degrees of members of a City Company—the possession of the 
Freedom, membership of what is called the Livery, and a 
position on the Governing Body entitled the Court of Assistants. 
The Liverymen of the companies become the electors of the 
Lord Mayor of the City Corporation and most of the officials 
of that body, proposing to the Court of Aldermen two 
aldermen, one of whom is chosen Lord Mayor by vote, and 
until the Reform Act of 1832 they had the exclusive right to 
vote in Parliamentary elections. Thus the association between 
the City and the City Companies has been a very close one, 
and, until the enormous growth of Outer London occurred 
during the last 150 years, the City of London constituted the 
metropolis, whose voice had such weight in all epochs of our 
national history. The espousal of the cause of popular 
liberties by the capital made the cause of those liberties prevail 

The Government of England, under our earlier kings, 
frequently had recourse to the Companies when in need of 
money for the prosecution of foreign wars, and the abuse of the 
custom under the Tudors and Stuarts led to many grievous 
exactions by which the revenues of the Companies were sorely 
strained, these exactions reaching their climax in the reign of 
Charles II. That sovereign issued a writ of guo warranto in 
1684 against all the Companies, which gave the Crown arbitrary 
and unconstitutional rights over their management and 
revenues, which was annulled and reversed in the reign of 
William III. The destruction caused by the Great Fire almost 
ruined many of the Companies, and it was only by prudence 
and effort that they were in time able to recover from the 
great financial loss which they had sustained. In 1880 it was 
estimated that the trust and corporate property of the 
Companies was between £750,000 and £800,000, of which sum 
about £200,000 was trust and the remainder corporate property. 
The trust property of the Company supports over 1,000 charities, 
and when an inquiry was held in 1882-83 it was stated that no 
charities were better administered. 

Something like forty .schools, many of them of the first 
importance, are also wholly or partially supported by the 
Companies, as well as the City and Guilds Institute at 
South Kensington and numerous scholarships at Oxford, 
Cambridge, and the newer universities. A great part of the 
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income devoted to these and other purposes consists 
of contributions from the corporate funds of the Companies ; 
in other words, from funds to the free use of which they have 
the same rights as that of a holder of private property, so 
that the effect of the Companies’ activities is that large sums of 
money which would have to be raised by the community is 
saved to it by the voluntary action of these bodies. 

As English law represents codified custom, and is slowly 
changed and altered from century to century by the recognition 
of the needs of the community, so the trade guilds, as represented 
by the City Companies, have become bodies carrying out 
their original purposes in ways suited to modern conditions, 
and it is more than possible that they may attain a greater 
position of authority in connection with the crafts they 
represent than they at present hold. The history of Japan 
furnishes such a parallel in the manner in which the Mikado 
once more became the real instead of the titular head of the 
State—by adapting his Government to modern conditions, and it 
may be that the City Companies will in the future obtain 
some of the authority which is now exercised by the trade 
unions, whose activities have in many respects failed by being 
political rather than technical. 

It is interesting to note a few of the privileges and powers 
conferred on the Companies or at present exercised by them. 
The Fishmongers, relying on their charters, pay “ fish meters,” 
who attend billingsgate Market, examine the fish there, and 
condemn any that is unsound. The Goldsmiths were until 
recently empowered to assay and mark plate, and to prosecute 
those selling it if under standard or forging marks. The 
freemen of the Vintners, by patrimony or apprenticeship, and 
their widows enjoy by custom the right to sell wine without 
licence on certain highways. The Vintners’ and Dyers’ 
Companies, together with the Crown, are joint protectors of 


the swans on the Thames. The Apothecaries have the right 
to examine candidates who wish to practise as apothecaries 
and to recover penalties from those doing so without licence. 
The Founders’ Company stamps weights under the provisiois 
of several Acts of Parliament; the Gunmakers have powers 
to enforce the proving and marking of guns and pistols; the 
Scriveners conduct an examination for admission to the office 
of notary, and can prevent anyone from practising who has 
not passed such an examination; and the Stationers have 
kept a register of all publications since 1557, which is regarded 
as legal evidence under the Copyright Act of 1842. 

The Fire unfortunately cut the thread of the historical] 
record of the Companies as far as it is architecturally expressed 
in their Livery Halls, which, with the exception of a few 
fragments, date from the time of Charles II., and in many cases 
the immense pecuniary loss occasioned by “ that dreadfull 
conflagration,” as it. was fittingly called, prevented the 
Companies from erecting buildings commensurate with their 
historical importance ‘and influence. 
London, they rose again from their ashes; like them they 
frequently show traces of the privation in which London was 
reborn. The later additions which have been made are not 
always in the best architectural taste, but they are an expression 
of the esthetic attitude of their day, and as such have a value. 

We shall describe the twelve great Companies in their 
order of precedence, an order rigidly observed, though it does 
not necessarily depend on wealth or antiquity, and afterwards 
we shall hope to deal with the remaining Companies, many of 
which possess halls of great architectural merit and all of 
them buildings of interest from their historical and technical 
associations, for in the new England which will emerge from 
the mists of war the City Companies have, we doubt not, a 
great part to fill. 


Like the churches of 





NOTES. 


THE current exhibition of Testimonies of Study 
Testimonies now on view in the Common Room at the Institute 
of Study at shows the inevitable effects of the war. It is not 
the R1.B.A. particularly interesting, nor does it contain any 
work of so high a standard as some of the designs 
in previous exhibitions. But, as we have remarked before, the 
interest of these exhibitions would be considerably enhanced i 
marks were placed on the drawings showing those which were 
approved by the examiners and those which were rejected. The 
advantages of this suggestion appear to us to be obvious, and the 
only drawback we can imagine is that it might be thought somewhat 
unkind to draw public attention to those who had failed. But 
this difficulty might be avoided by placing the signatures of the 
students on the backs of the drawings instead of on the face, or, if 
preferred, those designs which failed could be taken down and the 
exhibition be confined to the successful ones. This, at any rate, 
would improve the standard of the exhibition. We suppose the 
Board of Examiners is the responsible authority, and we hope they 
will give this suggestion their kindly consideration. 





Mr. H. Hueues-Stanton, A.R.A., R.W.S., gave a 

Carpenters’ very interesting lecture at Carpenters’ Hall on 
Hall Lectures. Wednesday, March 22, on “ Landscape Painting,” 
3 in which he described the historical sequence of the 
various schools of landscape painters and the growth of the art from 
its tentative beginning in the form of backgrounds in the early 
Florentine figure pictures; but it was not, he said, until the Dutch 
specialised and the easel picture was encouraged that real landscape 
art arose. Landscape art being comparatively new, there is in it 
more room for progress than in other branches of painting, and 
effects of light and shade are now better understood and represented 
than they were formerly. We are too ready to accept fully-established 
art, which is why painters who have been dead for years are often 
considered great, while modern painters are undervalued. The 
Italian school produced no real landscape painters except Canaletto 
and Guardi, who devoted themselves to architectural subjects. The 
Flemish school gave the art new impetus, but Rubens may be con- 
sidered as the first real painter of pure landscape. Claude Lorraine 
made himself an immortal name in France, and his art is based on 
classic feeling and a love for the great and lofty beauty of nature. 
The landscape school which arose in Holland in the seventeenth 
century carried the branch nearer to a true representation of nature. 
Its great charm is that in it nature was painted without any precon- 
ceived idea of making elaborate compositions ; it is in the work of the 





Utrecht school that it finds its best and most complete expression. 
Van Goyen, the pupil of Van de Velde, may be considered to be the 
first of the great landscape painters. The lecturer reviewed the work 
of the Ruysdaels which lead up to that of Hobbema who, though prized 
as the greatest Dutch landscape painter, owed his position to the 
fact that his work was lost in obscurity until rediscovered by appre- 
ciative amateurs. The work of Albert Cuyp shows a first attempt 
to obtain more truthful colouring. Rembrandt’s contribution te the 
art was reviewed, while afterwards an interesting sketch was given of 
English art as illustrated by Chrome, Cotman, Turner, and Constable, 
and a sketch of the development of the modern French school 
In conclusion, Mr. Stanton said that the work of many 
artists recently deceased have found places among the immortals, 
instancing the work of the brothers Maris and Mauve in Holland and 
Boudin and Gazin in France, while in this country Cecil Lawson has 
We think the lecturer was justified in 
claiming at the end of an admirable lecture that there are many 
living who are as sincere as any of the artists of the past, and will 
leave the world a legacy of talent which will at a later date be 
appreciated at its true value. 


found a very high place. 
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In our Law Reports will be found a report of the 
case Andrews v. Wirral Rural District Council, the 
“Temporary” facts of which are somewhat unusual, as will be 

n by a reference to the report. 
to the case here to draw attention to the point of 
The Council having pulled 


We only refer 


law decided by the Court of Appeal. \ 
down the erection in question, were sued by the owner, who claimed 
damages for its wrongful seizure and destruction. 
“building ” the Council would have been entitled to pull down the 
structure under their by-laws made under the Public Health Act, 
1875, if it had been erected in violation of their by-laws, but this 
defence was held both by the court below and the Court of Appeal 
not to be open to them because they failed to show that notice had 
been given to the plaintiff calling upon him to show cause under the 
by-law. The Council had, however, in their district adopted the 
Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, and the Court of Appeal 
held that the action of the Council could be justified under sect. 27 
of this Act, which relates to “‘ temporary buildings 
been erected without the approval, or not in conformity wit 
approval, of the local authority, and under which section the loca 
authority has powers to pull down and remove such structures. h 
court below had held that a structure co n 
be both a “ new building ” within the Public Health Act, 1875, and & 
”’ under the Public Health Acts Amendment 
Act, 1907, and the important point in the case is the decisio 
Court of Appeal that a structure may answer both descriptions,a” 
be dealt with under either Act. 
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THE LONDON CHURCHES 
OF WREN AND LATER 
ARCHITECTS OF THE 
RENAISSANCE. 

No. XXIII.—St. Benet, Paul’s Wharf. 


Tue church of St. Benet, Paul’s Wharf, is now 
extra-parochial, being devoted to services for 
the Welsh in London. The old church, de- 
stroved in the Great Fire, was the burial place 
of inigo Jones, who was commemorated by 
a marble monument which perished with the 
church. The new church, which was built in 
1683, served also for the parish of St. Peter, 
Paul’s Wharf, the church of which was not 
rebuilt. St. Benet is half hidden by houses 
facing Queen Victoria-street, only the tower and 
part of the church being visible from that 
thoroughfare. A flight of steps leads down to 
the lower level of Upper Thames-street, the 
main entrance to the church being through the 
picturesque tower at the western end. 

It is one of the quaintest and most homely 
of Wren’s churches, suggesting the type of design 
employed in Chelsea Hospital rather than the 
more ambitious rendering of some of the larger 
churches, and the same simplicity obtains 
internally and externally. The interior of the 
church consists of a nave divided from the 
single aisle on the northern side by two 
Corinthian columns; there is a north gallery, 
and a smaller western gallery which contains 
the organ. It is among the smallest of Wren’s 
churches, and possibly one of the most 
interesting from its unusual pictyresqueness 
and freedom in treatment. 


—e-oe—__——_ 
CHADWICK PUBLIC LECTURES, 


1916: 


LECTURE II._—WATER SUPPLY AND 
DRAINAGE. 


ConTINUING the series of lectures by Dr. 
Charles Porter, Medical Officer of Health, 
St. Marylebone, at the Household and Social 
Science Department, King’s College for Women, 
Campden Hill-road, on Wednesday, March 22, 
on “The Arterial System of the House,” the 
lecturer devoted a considerable amount of time 
to indicating the various defects that might 
arise in relation to the drainage system and the 
damage that might ensue as a result. Many of 
these defects were caused by neglect, and many 
of them were of so simple a nature that the 
householder could quite easily deal with them. 
The appliances within the house and those 
provided for collecting and carrying off rain- 
water were under the eye of the householder, 
but, because they were not looked at intelli- 
gently, were not looked after properly, and 
frequently were the source of dampness and 
other troubles. With regard to the under- 
ground drainage, he indicated that, though it 
might be seriously out of order, no signs might 
be given. A defective drain was always a 
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potential source of danger, and those who 
fussed about their drains, had them examined 
and cleaned and tested regularly, were perfectly 
justified. Certain of the tests were described 
and various appliances that might be used in 
remedying minor defects were demonstrated. 
The latter part of the lecture was devoted 
to a consideration of that portion of the arterial 
system connected with the supply of water, 
hot and cold. In indicating the main require- 
ments of water companies in relation to water 
pipes and fittings, he drew attention to the 
fact that the chief responsibility for maintain- 
ing the purity of the water within the dwellin 
rested upon the householder. The Healt 
authorities were given comparatively little 
power to deal with it. They asked little more 


than that the storage cistern should be kept. 


covered and clean, while the water companies 
insisted chiefly that there should be no. waste. 
The lecturer, while recommending regular 
cleansing of the cistern, advised that in every 
house there should be at least one tap drawing 
water direct from ‘the main for drinking 
purposes. He expressed the view that in 
London and the larger centres there was no 
real necessity for do nestic filtration of water. 
He showed a number of water fittings and 
described their structure and the defects that 
might arise in connection with them. In regard 
to hot water supply, he pointed out that, small 
as were the powers of the ‘health authorities 


in relation to cold water, in respect of hot water 
they were much less. Entire dependence must 
be placed on those who fitted the system and 
the amount of care expended upon it by the 
householder. The different systems in common 
use were described, and particular attention 
directed to the various apparatus introduced 
with the object of getting rid of the necessity 
for depending upon the highly uneconomical 
kitchen range and boiler as the source of hot 
water for bath and other purposes. 


Lan 
os 


THE SURVEYORS’ INSTITUTION. 

The Council of the Surveyors’ Institution 
has set up two strong committees to consider 
the problems likely to arise at the termination 
of the war, more particularly in’ connection 
with possible unemployment on the disband- 
ment. of the army and munition workers ; and 
déaling with the question in the light of the 
special knowledge possessed by surveyors 
as distinct from other professional men or 
from the representatives of trade and industry, 
to’ suggest prevetitive or curative schemes. 
One committee will deal with the subject 
from the urban standpoint, and the other 
from that of the rural and agricultural districts ; 
but arrangements have been made by which 
they will act together, either-as a single com- 
mittee or by means of joint sub-committees, 
where matters of general principle are involved. 


B 2 
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SURVEYING, PAST AND 
PRESENT. 


A CHapwick LecTURE was delivered at 
the Royal Society of Arts on Monday 
afternoon by Mr. E. A. Reeves, F.R.A.S., 
F.R.G.8., whose subject was “ Surveying, 
Past and Present.” The lecturer devoted 
himself to the history of surveying, beginning 
with the voyage of Pytheas from Marseilles, 
round the coast of Spain and France to Holland 
and England, the maps of which, as drawn by 
him, were correct in some respects, but very 
inaccurate in others. The first recorded 
geodetic survey was made in the fourteenth 
century by measuring the difference in the 
angles of the shadow cast by the gnomon taken 
at Alexandria and Assouan, which were assumed 
to be on the same meridian, but are not, and 
multiplying the distance apart of the two places 
by the proportion between the angle differences, 
and thus obtaining the circumference of the 
earth. 

The lecturer showed Ribero’s map of Africa, 
1529, and some Ptolemy maps, one of which,1472, 
showed a large projection east of England which 
seemed to be Scotland twisted round. This 
was corrected in the edition of 1513. The first 
authentic map appeared late in the thirteenth 
century. The ancient instruments were then 
described, the principal one being the Astro- 
graph, B.c. 150. This was retained in its original 
form until the Portuguese in the fifteenth 
century completely redesigned it. They also 
devised the Instrument in Parallaticum for 
taking altitudes. 

Vasco di Gama did some original work, and 
in calculating latitudes seems to have been very 
nearly accurate. The lecturer had _ himself 
experimented with rough instruments and 
discovered that it was quite possible to reduce 
errors within five to seven minutes. The cross 
staff was invented in 1532, and used by John 
Davis in his work. The magnetic compass is 
known to have been used for measurement 
in the Mediterranean from the twelfth and 
thirteenth centurics, but not for land until the 
sixteenth. But it is to Philip Snell, of the 
Netherlands, in the seventeenth century that 
we owe the greatest advance, for he it was who 
first triangulated the ground and measured 
the base and containing angles to get his long 
measurements. This system has prevailed 
ever since, and has been adopted for all our 
Ordnance surveys and every important survey. 

It is very interesting to notice how the old 
surveyors, while feeling their way in these 
difficult fields of research, often made guesses 
with no scientific basis which brought them 
very near the actual truth. 


> 
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ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETIES. 








Nottingham and Derby Architectural Society. 

On March 14 the fifth meeting of the session 
was held at the School of Art, Nottingham, 
when the Vice-President, Mr. H. G. Watkins, 
F.R.1.B.A., delivered a lecture on “ Lincoln 
City and Cathedral”’’ before a large audience, 
which included lady friends of the students 
of the School of Art, who had been specially 
invited. The President, Mr. Harry Gill, 
M.S.A., briefly introduced the lecturer, and Mr. 
Watkins, who is a Lincoln man, then gave an 
interesting description of his native city. He 
first described and illustrated with lantern 
views the supposed position and arrangement 
of the city in the time of the Romans, and then 
rapidly described its progress and alterations 
in Norman and later periods up to the present 
time. Views of the _ principal _ historical 
buildings and remains of old Lincoln were 
shown, and a concise history and development 
of the cathedral, usually called ‘* The Minster,” 
was given. A number of very beautiful slides 
of the interior and exterior were put on the 
screen, and even the history of the Lincoln 
Imp and his photograph were included. The 
interesting corporation plate was also described. 
—At the close Mr. Valentine Vaerwyck, a 
Belgian architect at present resident in 
Nottingham, proposed a vote of thanks to the 
lecturer, which Mr. C. B. Sherwin, a former 
Hon. Secretary of the Derby Society, seconded. 
Mr. Watkins suitably replied and seconded a 
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vote of thanks proposed by the President that 
the thanks of the Society be accorded the 
Chairman and members of the Committee of 
the School of Art and Mr. Harrison and the 
members of the School for so kindly placing the 
room and lantern at their disposal. 


Architectural Association of Ireland. 

A discussion meeting was held on the 23rd 
inst, at which members were invited to present 
any “fads” as to forms of construction in 
detail, not of the stereotyped or conventional 
character, but variations which were found to 
be satisfactory in practice. The members who 
took part illustrated their views by’ blackboard 
sketches, and a most instructive discussion 
was thus generated. The designs submitted 
by Dublin architects in the competition in con- 
nection with additions to Louth County Hall 
will be on view until April 1 at the Association 
Rooms. 


»™ 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


By-Laws and Building After the War. 

Srr,—-In connection with the very urgent 
need that will exist for the resuscitation of 
building activity when peace is declared, to 
which frequent allusion has been made, may I 
be allowed to invite attention to the restraining 
influence which the by-laws of many of the 
local authorities cannot fail to exercise upon 
such resuscitation ? 

The well-being of a very darge proportion of 
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the population being dependent upon the 
activity of the building trade renders it essen. 
tial to remove every possible hindrance to an 
immediate and widespread revival. pee 

In the early Victorian days a demand arose 
for what the house agents now mouthingly 
describe as rooms of “lofty elevation,” and 
anyone questioning the justification for this 
so-called sanitary reformation was deemed 
hopelessly depraved. 

The “ hopelessly depraved’ contended that 
the lofty room was difficult to heat, and for that 
reason its windows were rarely opened, while 
low rooms ensured frequent if not constant 
open windows. Time rolled on, and what 
does Suburbia now think of its lofty rooms? 

In reply to my inquiry regarding the height 
of rooms prescribed by the local authorities, 
the Local Government Board stated ‘ that 
they are not aware that any return has been 
published showing the heights of rooms pre- 
scribed by the by-laws of those local authorities 
in England and Wales who have made by-laws 
on the subject. 

The Board are aware that at one time a 
number of local authorities were advised that a 
requirement of a minimum height of 9 ft. was 
suitable for habitable rooms generally. 

They have themselves been advised in more 
recent years that 8 ft. may ordinarily be con- 
sidered sufficient for enforcement under 
penalties ; and this is the only standard which 
has been specified in their model by-laws. They 
have, however, been advised further that in 
some localities where markedly urban con- 
ditions prevail it may not be unreasonable 
to require a greater height, and therefore, while 
it is their invariable practice to suggest a height 
of 8 ft. to local authorities proposing to make 
by-laws on the subject, they have in a few 
instances felt that they would not be justified 
in pressing that figure on local authorities whose 
own advisers considered it inadequate for local 
needs.” 

I should occupy too much of your space were 
I to demonstrate the absurdity of many of the 
existing local by-laws, but I ask to be allowed 
to give one illustration. An attic can generally 
be made to conform to the local regulation by 
converting that part of it which has a sloping 
roof into cupboards, thus reducing by possibly 
one-half the cubic contents of the room, and the 
really vital factor. 

Matters of principle which would be deter- 
mined by the imperial authority are ieft to the 
decision of local prejudice or ignorance. The 
Local Government Board wastes time in giving 
advice which is not adopted, while the 
Imperial Parliament wrestles with some 
parochial problem with the merits of which 
it is as conversant as with the geography 
of the moon. 

Has not decentralisation run mad ? 

W. Grey-WILson. 

Junior Carlton Club, 

Pall Mail, S.W. 





The Apprenticeship System. 

Srr,—We are all agreed, I am sure, that the 
existing system is obsolete, and we would 
welcome an alteration for the better ; but, if we 
are to have any drastic changes, it will be most 
useful to the reformers to receive opinions 
from all sides as to the reasons of failure of 
the present system. 

My occupation is that of builder’s foreman, 
and, being a stonemason by trade, I will only 
attempt to refer to this trade at present. 
have spent the greater part of my life on the 
very best work, both Classic and Gothic, and 
I can say with safety there is a great difficulty 
in procuring masons who are _ thoroughly 
experienced in this class of work, where accuracy 
and high finish are required. 

The blame does not rest with them in every 
case, as generally they take to this work wit 
enthusiasm when opportunity permits. Of 
course, some are indifferent, but I think where 
this is the case they have been apprentice 
to the wrong trade. Generally a lad does 
not get any opportunity of selecting 4 trade 
upon which his future depends; he is as 4 rule 
put to the first trade which is open to him 
that suits his parents’ financial circumstances. 

If, as has been suggested in Mr. i 
letter, a partial training was commenced & 
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school, I believe it would do a great amount 
of good. A lad would be given some idea 
of several trades, and would have a better 
chance of choosing between them than at 
present ; he would also be taught the theoretical 
side of his craft, which he seldom takes 
advantage of in our technical schools. Masons 
az a body do not realise the value of these 
schools. 

The lack of opportunity to select a trade is 
a great drawback to a lad, as it often means 
he is misplaced for the whole of his life. I 
was pleased to see that Mr. Stranks mentioned 
another serious point—that is, the difference 
in the relationship between master and appren- 
tice. In the old days they knew each other 
intimately, and the employer took an interest 
in the lad and personally tutored him; but in 
these days of limited liability companies in 
many cases we do not know who are our 
employers. 

Generally a lad is apprenticed after the 
trial of a month or so, during which time 
everything is strange and fascinating to him. 
He is handed over to the foreman, who may 
or may not take an interest in him. If he does, 
he may possibly make him a competent banker 


mason by the expiration of his time; but I’ 


contend he should be taught to work hard and 
soft stone, fixing, and setting out. How often 
is this done? Many firms turn lads away, 
when their time is expired, who have worked 
on one kind of stone only, and, what is worse, 
as shown by their own actions, by offering 
them lower wages than the current rate, they 
have not taught them that one branch properly 
after five years’ apprenticeship. 

It is generally accepted by masons that a 
lad has to knock about, as they call it, to make 
himself efficient, but I do not think this should 
be necessary to a lad apprenticed in a large 
town. 

What I feel sure would be beneficial is some 
kind of supervision over the employer. For 
instance, I would suggest that every lad be 
examined periodically by competent people. 
If he is not progressing satisfactorily, and the 
employer cannot give sufficient reason for 
his backwardness, he should be transferred 
elsewhere. 

If a foreman looks after a lad. properly it 
will take up a lot of his time during working 
hours, when he can ill spare it. I would suggest 
that when a lad has completed his time, if he 
is efficient, and the employer has done well out 
of him, he should receive a bonus out of the 
premium, and so should the responsible person 
who has had charge of him, as an incentive 
to both of them to do their best. The employer 
receives the whole of it at present for doing 
nothing; only in very rare instances could he 
or they teach the lad a trade, and in almost 
every case a lad earns his money after the first 
two months; at the end of the second year, I 
venture to say, if he is in proper hands and 
adapted to the trade, he has earned much 
more than he has received, even if he gets very 
liberal wages, and the material he spoils is a 
negligible quantity. The last three years he 
will earn more still in proportion: to his wages ; 
in fact the last year he should not be very 
far behind the journeyman. 

There is a danger of a lad being kept on 
work which he pays best on, however good or 
poor he is at his trade. A foreman has to get 
work out at cutting prices, and in some cases 
receives commission on profits; apprentices 
may be used unfairly where this occurs by 
being so treated, and so be unable to make the 
Progress they should. This could be safeguarded 
against by the periodical examinations I have 
already suggested. 

I was also pleased to see Mr. Stranks’s reference 
to the apprentice clauses in local rules,* and hope 
this will be continued, as it would be disastrous 
to the lad’s future if an unlimited number .of 
“pprentices were turned out. What would 
, the use of their knowledge if there was no 

‘mand for their labour? This is a point 
tee must not be overlooked, as, although 
*re 1s a bigger demand for masonry to-day 
a ever, less masons are employed. The 
ao of machinery and the revival of Classical 
me — were responsible for this, and as 
= inery is further developed so labour must 

still further displaced. 
NE seeen 


* See letter in our issue for February 25, p. 157.—Ep. 
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After the depression of a few years since, 
when some of the best masons in London and 
elsewhere sold their homes and suffered priva- 
tions, which they do not know how they 
survived, is it to be wondered at that they 
do not put their sons to the trade? Also 
competition is keener amongst contractors, 
which is bound to lower the standard of work. 
Masons who are old enough to have sons 
commencing work remember the time when 
they could take more pride in their work than 
they are generally allowed to now. The 
demand to-day is quantity rather than quality. 

J. Russe. 


———_*-~_e-—_—__ 
LAW REPORTS. 


Court oF APPEAL. 


(Before the Lorp Cuter Justice, Lord Justice 
WARRINGTON, and Mr. Justice Scruton.) 


Van as Dwelling-House and Bungalow : 
Andrews v. The Wirral District Council. 

THIS case was heard on the 17th inst. upon 
the defendants’ appeal from a judgment of Mr. 
Justice Atkin at the Liverpool Assizes in 
favour of the plaintiff for £20 for damage caused 
to an alleged bungalow erected at Moreton, 
Cheshire, of which the plaintiff was the owner, 
and also for trespass. 

Mr. Rigby Swift, K.C., and Mr. Greaves 
Lord appeared for the appellant Council and 
the Surveyor, Mr. W. Webb Shenman, who was 
also a defendant ; and Mr. Greer, K.C., and Mr. 
MacKasky for the respondent (the plaintiff). 

Mr. Rigby Swift, said the action was originaliy 
brought by Mr. Arthur Andrews against the 
Council and their Surveyor to recover damages 
for the ‘removal of and the breaking up of a 
certain van belonging to Mr. Andrews on 
January 19, 1915. What Mr. Andrews called a 
van was really a building which had been 
removed as being in contravention of the 
by-laws, and which the Council were entitled to 
remove. Mr. Justice Atkin held that this erec- 
tion was, in fact, a building within the meaning 
of the statute and by-laws, that the by-law in 
question was good, and that no needless damage 
was committed; but he went on to find that 
what had been done could only be justified 
under the by-laws, and that the Council had 
failed to give the notice required by the 
by-law before proceeding with the work of 
demolition, and that they were therefore liable 
for trespass, and he gave judgment for Mr. 
Andrews, the plaintiff, for £20. 

The facts were these: Before 1914 a number 
of persons erected bungalows in various fields in 
Moreton for summer residences. The Council 
foresaw that these might cause a nuisance in cer- 
tain circumstances, but they did not wish them 
to be removed at the time. Consequently they 
entered into an agreement with the owners of 
the land that they would not erect any more 
on the land, and would remove those already 
up if required to do so. As time went on the 
Council found they were becoming a nuisance, 
and, as some owners refused to remove the 
bungalows, an action was brought against 
them, which was tried before Mr. Justice Lush 
at Liverpool in 1914. His Lordship came to the 
conclusion that at that time no nuisance had 
been proved to exist, though it might; but he 
held that the agreement was void becatise it 
allowed the owners to do something in breach of 
the by-laws, and was therefore illegal. As a 
result the Council had to deal with each 
bungalow. The bungalow in question was 
erected in panels in Liverpool, and taken to 
Moreton and erected. His contention was that 
this was a temporary building, and should be 
so dealt with; but the other side did not admit 
it was a temporary building. Mr. W. R. 
Andrews, the then owner, was fined for not 
removing the bungalow in accordance with the 
request of the Council, and entered an appeal, 
but did not prosecute it. He then sold it to a 
Mr. Schofield, who was served with a notice to 
remove it. After this Mr. Schofield informed 
the Council that he had sold tlhe bungalow to 
Mr. Arthur Andrews, a son of Mr. W. R. 
Andrews, who was a clerk in the employ of Mr. 
Schofield. In January, 1914, this gentleman 
was called upon to show cause why the bungalow 
should not be pulled down, and he attended the 
Council, who refused to allow the building, 
and then this gentleman put four wheels on 
the building audi tasetted that it was a van, and 
was therefore taken out of the by-laws. The 
building was removed by the Council, and Mr. 
Andrews brought the present action. Mr. 
Justice Atkin had found everything in the 
Council’s favour except that the Council had 
not given Mr. W. R. Andrews notice. He 
(counsel) contended that there were admissions 


247 


showing that Mr. W. R. Andrews had_ had 
notice, and, apart from this, he said it was a 
temporary building, which brought it within the 
Public Health Act Amendment Act, 1907, under 
which notice was not required to be given to 
Mr. W, R. Andrews, and that the building did 
not come under the Public Health Act, 1875, 
under which such a notice would be necessary. 
It was admitted that notice had been sent to 
Mr. W. R. Andrews by registered letter, but 
the learned Judge refused to accept secondary 
evidence of the contents of this letter, and thaf 
therefore the notice was not proved. He con- 
tended that the learned Judge was wrong. 

Mr. Greer submitted that the judgment below 
was right on the grounds (1) that this was a 
new building within the terms of the Public 
Health Act, 1875; (2) that appellants had failed 
to prove their powers of demolition ; (3) that they 
had no powers outside the by-law made under 
the Act of 1875, which by-law was bad; and (4 
that the Acts of 1875 und 1907 must be reac 
together, and once it was decided by the Judge 
that this was a new building under the former 
Act the 1907 Act did not apply. 

The Lord Chief Justice, in giving judgment, 
said the learned Judge below was right in 
refusing to accept secondary evidence as to the 
notice to Mr. W. R. Andrews, but he was of 
opinion that the building in question was a 
temporary building, which came within the 
Amending Act of 1907, under which such notice 
was not required. He thought the Council 
were right in their action and the learned 
Judge below wrong upon this point, and his 
judgment must be reversed in favour of the 
appellants. ; 

Lord Justice Warrington and Mr. Justice 
Serutton also delivered judgment allowing the 
appeal, which was allowed, with costs. 


(Before the Master or THE Rotts and Lords 
Justices PHILLIMORE and WARRINGTON.) 
Allegation of Negligence against Civil Engineer. 
Successful Appeal : 

China Clay Corporation, Ltd. v. Worth. 
Tue hearing of this case concluded on 
the 9th’ inst:, 1t being an appeal by the de- 
fendant, Mr. Richard Hansford Worth, a civil 
engineer, of George-street, Plymouth, from a 
judgment of Mr. Justice Scrutton in the King’s 
Bench Division, (Reported in the Builder of 

May 21 and 28, 1915.) 

The plaintiff Corporation was incorporated 
in January, 1910, to acquire leases and work 
clay properties near Hartord, Devon, and they 
Lrought the action against Mr. Worth and 4 
contractor of Plymouth, a Mr. William Caine 
Shaddock, to recover damages laid at between 
£10,000 and £11,000 for alleged breach of 
duty, breach of contract, and negligence in 
connection with the laying of a couble line of 
9-in. pipes about 8 miles in length from Red- 
iuke, Dartmoor, to Cantrell. They engaged 
Mr. Worth as the engineer, and under his 
advice and supervision Mr. Shaddock, as con- 
tractor, to construct the pipe line. There was 
to be a double line of pipes in a covered 
trench, and, it being of the greatest importance 
that the clay should be free from impurities, it 
was a term of the contract with Mr. Shaddock 
that the pipe line should be watertight, the 
pipe line being required to convey the china 
clay in solution from Dartmoor to Ivybridge, 
where the plaintiffs had railway sidings and 
tanks. Mr. Shaddock began his work in 
August, 1911, and in December, 1912, he was 
of opinion that he had practically completed 
it. But early in that month large quantities 
of water from the moor were found coming 
through the pipe line. Mr. Shaddock was 
called upon by Mr. Worth to make good the 
work under his obligation to make good any 
damage the works might sustain and main- 
tain them in perfect repair for that month. 
He wrote letters which were interpreted as a 
refusal of this, and eventually the work was 
taken out of his hands. The plaintiffs then 
proceeded to have the trench reopened ' to 
ascertain the cause of the leakage A state of 
things was discovered which the experts inter- 
sreted in various ways. f 
Mr. Midgley Taylor, M.Inst.C.E., West- 
minster, said there were defects in the pipe 
line which, in his opinion, should never have 
occurred had the engineer exercised proper 
supervision of the work, and the presence of 
the clerk of the works would not absolve him 
from that responsibility. He also said that 
if there had been sufficiently frequent tests the 
quality of the work and the defects would have 
been revealed. Allegations were made that’ the 
leakages occurred through the pipes being 
improperly laid and the joints improperly 
caulked and bad cement used. 


Mr. Worth’s case, shortly, was that he had 








paid visits to the works on an average about 
once a month, and that he had every confidence 
in the clerk of the works and the resident 
engineer, Mr. F. 8. Gould, and also in the con- 
tractor, who was a man of good repute. He 
said that tests were made from time to time, 
and any defects were remedied. Moreover, the 
resident engineer had made monthly reports, 
in which he stated that regular tests were 
applied. Mr. Shaddock’s case, shortly, was 
that he had had no proper plans to work from, 
and that a great deal of the trouble was caused 
by the storm water, and that the leakage was 
caused by the cracks in the manufacture of the 
pipes. Mr. Justice Scrutton, after a trial 
which lasted thirteen days, held that Mr. 
Shaddock had been guilty of breach of con- 
tract, and gave judgment against him for 
damages to be assessed by an Official Referee. 
His Lordship also came to the conclusion that 
Mr. Worth had not given that amount of 
intelligent supervision, particularly on the 
question of testing, which he should have given, 
and gave judgment against him, also for 
damages to be assessed by an Official Referee; 
but he directed that, if the plaintiffs recovered 
from the contractor, the damages, which were 
for the expenses of repairing and included loss 
of profit, the damages against Mr. Worth 
would only be nominal. Mr. Shaddock did 
not appeal from the judgment of the learned 
Judge. Mr. Worth’s appeal was upon the 
grounds that the finding of the learned Judge, 
that he had been guilty of negligently super- 
vising the work, was against the weight of the 
evidence, and that the Judge had misdirected 
himself. 

At the conclusion of tthe arguments, the 
Master of the Rolls, in giving judgment, said 
Mr. Worth’s duty to the plaintiffs was that 
he should do the work that was entrusted to 
him with reasonable care and skill, according 
to the custom of his profession. It was a 
term of the contract with the contractor that 
the pipe line. should be made watertight, 


because the presence of peaty water in- 


the pipe line, which was of great length, 
would discolour the china clay and make it 
less valuable in the market. Tenders were 
applied for, and plans were prepared by Mr. 
Worth as the engineer; the plans were ap- 
proved, and the contract was made between 
the plaintiffs and Mr. Shaddock. Mr. Shad- 
dock was a local man, and had a good reputa- 
tion at Plymouth, and there was no doubt that 
the directors and Mr. Worth believed that 
Mr. Shaddock was a competent, respectable, 
and trustworthy man to undertake work of that 
kind. By the contract there was a_ positive 
obligation on Mr. Shaddock to make the pipe 
line watertight within a certain number of 
months, and to guarantee that for several 
months after completion. The works were 
begun in August, 1911, and previous to that 
the plaintiffs had, in August, 1910, appointed 
Mr. Gould the resident engineer for the whole 
undertaking, the pipe line, and the railway 
alongside the pipe line. It was obvious that 
for work of that kind, in which watertightness 
was so necessary, it was of the greatest im- 
portance, not merely for a resident engineer 
to be on the spot, but also that there should 
be a clerk of the works, and a Mr. Rowe 
was appointed to that’ position. Both those 
persons were regarded as competent persons, 
and, so far as Mr. Worth knew, they were 
proper persons to discharge the duties en- 
trusted to them. There was no doubt that 
Mr. Rowe was a fit and proper person to be 
appointed clerk of the works for a pipe line. 
He was to be at the works all day and every 
day. It had appeared that Mr. Gould had 
spent the greater part of his time on the pipe 
line. The work went on until about the 
beginning of December, 1912, and then it was 
discovered that the pipe line, instead of being 
watertight, let a great volume of water down 
it. It was a regular stream of water. Mr. 
Shaddock was called upon to make it good. 
He denied his liability, and then the plaintiffs 
took upon themselves to make the work good 
and so minimise the damage caused by the 
breach of contract by Mr, Shaddock. The 
plaintiffs had some of the work reopened up 
and then serious defects were found in the 
joints connecting the pipes one with another. 
The plaintiffs subsequently became dissatisfied 
with Mr. Worth, and then they got the report 
of Mr. Midgley Taylor, and later the present 
action was brought against Mr. Shaddock and 
Mr. Worth. He had very great sympathy 
with the company in this case. The company 
required for the purpose of their undertaking 
a watertight pipe line, and they found that 
what they had got was almost a sieve. The 
company had a remedy, so far as Mr. 


Shaddock was concerned. But because the 
company could not get the fruits of their 
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judgment against Mr. Shaddock that ought 
not to induce the Court, out of sympathy for 
the plaintiffs, to saddle Mr. Worth: with 
liability unless he had been guilty of not 
exercising reasonable care and skill, and that 
omission was the cause of the damage the 
plaintiffs had suffered. The question was not 
whether more precautions ought not to have 
been taken and being wise after the event, but 
whether there was any actionable negligence. 
Mr. Justice Scrutton had relieved Mr. Worth 
from all responsibility on many of the allega- 
tions made against him; but he had found 
that Mr, Worth had not tested the pipe line 
sufficiently to see if it was watertight. His 
judgment was based upon the testing. What 
they had to ask themselves was what were the 
duties of an engineer in such a matter as this? 
They had had the evidence of the very highest 
men in the engineering profession, and they 
had given evidence which satisfied him. of this, 
that when work was entrusted to a contractor 
and there was a resident engineer there, and 
also a clerk of the works, who devoted his 
whole time to the work, it was not the duty 
of the chief engineer to examine minutely the 
whole of the details of the work. He had the 
right to expect that the persons appointed by 
the building owner would do their work pro- 
yerly and report any defect in the work to 
im. Of course, if he had any ground for 
suspicion that the contractor was not doing the 
work he had contracted to do, then he must 
take upon himself to check the work and 
satisfy himself that the resident enginecr and 
the clerk of the works had done their duty. 
The evidence satisfied him that that in sub- 
stance was the duty of the chief engineer. He 
thcught it would be wrong to say that Mr. 
Worth ought to be held liable in the circum- 
stances. He felt unable to agree with the view 
taken by Mr. Justice Scrutton. He could not 
bring himself to think that there was any 
liability on Mr. Worth, so far as the absence 
of satisfactory tests was concerned. They 
could not impose liability upon Mr. Worth 
unless it could be shown that he was given 
ground for suspicion. That being so he 
thought the judgment of Mr. Justice Scrutton 
on the main issue ought to be reversed. There 
was, however, a rather trivial matter upon 
which the learned Judge had found that as to 
cne of three bridges or piers the cement used 
was mere rotten stuff, and that that was a 
matter which Mr. Worth must have seen and 
which he ought to have required to be 
replaced. He (his Lordship) was not prepared 
to say that he should have come to the same 
conclusion upon the evidence, but he was not 
prepared to differ from the Judge on a matter 
of that kind. He thought, however, that 
liberal justice would be done to the plaintiff: 
if Mr. Worth was held liable in that regard 
to the extent of £50, which would include any 
sum for costs, and those costs would be set 
off against the other costs. To that extent Mr. 
Worth’s appeal would be allowed, with costs. 

Lord Justice Phillimore delivered a judg- 
ment dissenting, and in the main agreeing 
with the judgment of Mr. Justice Scrutton. 

Lord Justice Warrington delivered a jiudg- 
ment agreeing with that of the Master of the 
Rolls, and by a majority of the Court there- 
fore the appeal was allowed, with costs. 


(Before the Master OF THE RoLLs, Lord Justice 
PHILLIMORE, and Mr. Justice SaRGanr.) 


Plumber’s Mate’s Claim under Workmen’s 
Compensation Act against Builders : 


Dennis v. A. J. White & Co. 


THis case was heard on the 16th inst. upon 
the appeal of the applicant from the award of 
Judge Woodfall, sitting at the Westminster 
County Court, as the arbitrator under the 
provisions of the Workmen’s Compensation 
Act in favour of the respondents (the 
employers). 

It appeared that the applicant, Alfred James 
Dennis, of 13, Peabody-avenue, Pimlico, was, 
at the time of the accident in resnect of which 
compensation was claimed, employed by the 
respondents, a firm of builders, of Coburg-row, 
Westminster, as plumber’s mate. On August 27 
last year Dennis alleged that in the course of 
his. employment he was riding a bicycle in 
Sloane-square when a motor-car collided with 
him, with the result that he sustained a com- 
pound fracture of the leg. Judge Woodfall, 
however, held that the accident did not arise 
out of and in the course of Dennis’s employ- 
ment, and upon that ground he made his award 
in favour of the respondents. From this decision 
Dennis now appealed. 

At the conclusion of the arguments, the 
Master of the Rolls, in giving judgment, said 
in his opinion the appeal failed. He thought 
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the question for decision was whether the 
accident to the applicant arose out of his 
employment or whether it did not. The 
arbitrator was the person to whom that question 
of fact was left, and his Lordship saw no mis- 
direction on his part in his finding of fact, 
The proper test to be applied in arriving at 
a decision upon the words “arising out of” 
was to consider whether the risk was reasonably 
incidental to the employment. A decision of 
the House of Lords bound that Court to hold 
that a decision of a lower Court must be upheld 
upon a question of fact, if there was evidence 
to support that finding. 

Lord Justice Phillimore concurred in the 
judgment of the Master of the Rolls. 

Mr. Justice Sargant, however, dissented. He 
thought that they had to look at the facts 
of the present case somewhat carefully. The 
applicant was ees by builders, and he 
was employed habitually once a day upon a 
bicycle belonging to the firm to get materials 
for the business of the firm. Whilst engaged 


on that business in Sloane-square he was. 


knocked down by a motor-car and injured, 
and the question was whether that accident 
occurred in the course of the applicant’s 
employment and arose out of his employment. 
The question was whether the applicant, in 
doing that and riding a bicycle, ran a greater 
risk than ordinary members of the public ran, 
The point was whether there was any extra 
danger to applicant on being asked to ride a 
bicycle once a day on the firm’s business in the 


streets of London. It seemed to his Lordship. 


that if cne case had to be compared with 
another that the extra danger which the 
applicant ran in riding a bicycle through the 
streets of London was much greater than the 
risk incurred by the applicant in the well- 
known lightning case. But, however that might 
be, the question in each case was simply and 
solely one to be judged by the facts of that 
case. He thought that any ordinary member 
of the public would be startled to have it 
said that a person who had to ride a bicycle 
through the streets of London did not incur 
some greater risk than other members of the 
public did. Upon the second point, as to 
whether it was a question of fact for the County 
Court Judge, or a question of law, or whether 
it was a mixed question of fact and law, he felt 
the greatest difficulty. However, in view of the 
opinion of the other members of the Court, his 
became unimportant. eee 

The appeal therefore was dismissed. 

It is understood that the case will probably 
be taken to the House of Lords. 
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COMPETITION NEWS. 


It must be understood that the following paragraph is: 
printed as news, and not as an advertisement ; and that, 
while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot 
be responsible for errors that may occur. 


Additions to Louth County Hall. 

The designs submitted by Dublin architects 
in competition in connection with Louth 
County Hall have been on exhibition at the 
rooms of the Architectural Association of 
Ireland, 15, South Frederick-lane, Dublin. 
Each of the premiated designs are by architects 
practising in Dublin, the first premium being 
awarded to Messrs. O'Callaghan & Webb, the: 
second to Messrs. Batchelor & Hicks, and the: 
‘third to Mr. T. J. Cullen. The competition 
was open to all architects in practice in Ireland. 
The drawings will be on view every day between 
the hours of two and six o’clock except Saturday 
and Sunday until April 1. 


Aa 
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OBITUARY. 


Mr. F. W. Lacey. 

The death took place on the 24th inst. at 
Bournemouth, after a short illness, of Mr. 
F. W. Lacey, who had been Borough Engineer’ 
for over a quarter of a century, and designed 
many public improvements, including the 
Municipal College, the Law Courts, Undercliffe: 
Drive, and the Marine Parades. He was 
responsible for the tramways throughout the 
borough, and one of his last schemes was 
design for the proposed new Pavilion. 


Mr. C. Hadfield. 

We hear with regret of the death of Mr. Charles: 
Hadfield, architect, of Sheffield. He had 
singularly well-informed knowledge of ~——?-- 
where he had spent the whole of his life. We 
shall give some notes of his career next week. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 


Westminster Hall. 

In the House of ‘Commons last week 
Mr. Harcourt, in reply to Sir W. Essex, who 
asked in what state relative to the whole under- 
taking was the work now in progress in the 
roof of Westminster Hall, said, *‘The position 
of the works of preservation is as follows :— 
One truss has been completely reinforced and 
pieced up with new oak ; it has also been treated 
with preservative. One truss has been half- 
completed as in the preceding case. Two other 
trusses have been shored up and the steelwork 
js in preparation for fixing at an early date. 
Two other trusses have been partly shored up. 
The fléche is nearly completed and ready for 
fixing. A considerable amount of preliminary 
work has been done, such as the ordering of 
oak, the selection and ordering of slates; and 
the two steel stages for shoring up all the trusses 
as dealt with are complete. Thirteen trusses 
in all have to be dealt with. No date can be 


given for completion.” 


Charing Cross Bridge. 

In the House of Lords on Wednesday last 
week the adjourned motion for the Second 
Reading of the South-Eastern and London, 
Chatham, and Dover Railway Bill was agreed 
to. The Earl of Plymouth moved an instruc- 
tion to the Committee to whom the Bill will 
be referred to take into consideration the 
requirements of the traffic over the river at 
Charing Cross and the effect which the Bill 
will have upon them, and to hear evidence 
from the Royal Institute of British Architects, 
the London Society, and others on the treat- 
ment generally of the very important part of 
London affected.—Viscount Chilston, on behalf 
of the promoters of the Bill, said they would 
welcome any assistance which could be given 
them in beautifying the structure. He pointed 
out that the present bridge was for railway and 
foot passenger traffic only, and suggested that 
to authorise the construction of a bridge for 
traffic of all kinds would be beyond the scope 
of the measure.—The instruction was agreed to. 


Rebuilding the Countryside. 

The Lord Mayor (Sir Charles C. Wakefield) 
presided at the Mansion House on Wednesday 
last week over a public meeting called by the 
Garden Cities and Town Planning Association 
to discuss the Report of the Departmental 
Committee on Land Settlement for discharged 
soldiers and sailors. The Earl of Selborne 
said that the Report of the Departmental 
Committee was now under the consideration 
of the Government. It was proposed by the 
Committee to establish certain colonies—in the 
first place three pioneer colonies—which would 

experimental. If that experiment were 
successful then no doubt those colonies would 
become the model for imitation on a large 
scale. It would be impossible to place at 
once in the position of owner men with no 
agricultural experience. He agreed that if 
the Board of Agriculture was given the task 





it must keep the land from which the pioneer’ 


colonies were formed in its own hands, but 
this policy could only be adopted as part of 
a much larger policy—the rebuilding of the 
countryside. A suggestion had been made 
for working the land through limited liability 
companies. He could not conceive a more 
appalling social calamity than that the land 
should be industrialised in that sense. The 
introduction of a certain number of such 
undertakings might be of advantage. But he 
looked forward, both for social and economic 
reasons, to the multiplication of the number 
of people owning land, whether large farmers 
or small owners.—Mr. W. H. Draper moved a 
resolution weleoming the Report of the Depart- 
mental Committee on Land Settlement in 
England and Wales for discharged sailors 
mg soldiers, and urging upon the Government 
the necessity for a speedy application of the 
Proposals set forth. It further ‘commended 
. the notice of the Board of Agriculture and 

¢ Departmental Committee the suggestions 
made in the Report of the Association. This 
was seconded by Mr. W. R. Davidge and 
approved, 
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The Royal Academy Exhibition. 

We understand that the Royal Academy 
banquet, which is usually held on the eve of the 
exhibition, will not be given this year. There 
was no banquet last year. The exhibition will 
open on Monday, May I, and close on Monday, 
August 7. 

War Memorials. 

With reference to the Patronal Window at 
St. Kenelm’s Chapel, Clent, which was described 
in our issue of March 17 as the first war memorial, 
we are informed by Messrs. Morris & Sons, Ltd., 
239, Kennington-road, S.E., that they painted 
a window to the memory of the men who went 
down in the Formidable, which was erected by 
them at St. Mark’s Church, Portsmouth, in 
July of last year. 

Housing of the Working Classes. 

The Local Government Board has issued its 
Report for 1914-15 on matters incidental to the 
administration of the Housing of the Working 
Classes Acts and of the Housing, Town Planning, 
etc., Act. Dealing with the progress of 
schemes for the provision of working-class 
dwellings, the Report states :—‘‘ The sum total 
of the loans sanctioned by us during the year 
for this purpose under Part III. of the Housing 
of the Working Classes Act, 1890, was 
£1,125,176, of which £862,441 was sanctioned 
to urban authorities and £262,735 to rural 
authorities, the bulk of this sum being sanc- 
tioned in the first half of the year. The total 
exceeds by £365,736, or nearly 50 per cent., 
the total sanctioned for the same purpose in 
the year 1913-14, which was itself far in 
advance of the amount sanctioned in any 
previous year, and the sum included in this 
total in respect of loans to rural authorities 
exceeds the previous highest record by £69,155, 
or nearly 36 per cent. Only £460,609, or little 
more than two-fifths of the total of £1,125,176, 
was sanctioned in the latter half of the year, 
and of this sum only a very small proportion 
has been or will be allowed to be raised during 
the currency of the war.”” The Report adds :— 
“Shortly after the outbreak of the war we 
issued a circular to local authorities urging 
them to prepare schemes for the provision 
of working-class dwellings in anticipation of 
possible unemployment, and it may here be 
mentioned that at the end of the year to which 
this Report relates we had before us no less 
than sixty-six schemes for the provision of 
some 4,120 houses by urban authorities and 
sixty-eight schemes for the provision of some 
570 houses by rural authorities. 

Industrial Research. 

In the course of an address on “ The Industrial 
Outlook and its Relation to the Gas Industry,” 
delivered on March 29 at the eleventh annual 
meeting of the Society of British Gas Industries, 
Mr. Horace Moore Thornton, J.P., the Chairman 
of the Council, referred to the interesting and 
profitable scheme of industrial research scholar- 
ships now in operation in the Universities of 
Pittsburg and Kansas. He said: “Men who 
have graduated with distinction and exhibited 
capacity for original research are nominated 
by the University as Research Fellows. Manu- 
facturers who are concerned with scientific 
processes are invited to state, in strict confidence 
and in detail, to the University certain particular 
scientific difficulties or problems in their work 
which they wish solved. They then enter 
into a contract with the University to pay 
for a defined time the stipend of a Researc 
Fellow and certain fees, and to give a bonus or 
royalty to the investigator if the problem is 
satisfactorily solved. The Fellow, on his part, 
binds himself by contract to secrecy, under- 
takes to apply for patents, if required, on 
behalf of his employers, and enters into certain 
other covenants. In this manner the interests 
of all parties are united. The manufacturer 
has placed at his command the resources of 
University laboratories and libraries; and his 
expenditure is strictly limited. The investi- 
gator has an inducement to do his best and 
a stimulus to diligence and preservation of 
reputation. The University is benefited, and 
in many cases, as an indirect outcome of 
the solution of commercial problems, valuable 
contributions to pure scientific knowledge are 
obtained. The Rascarch Fellows pores d 
gain experience in industrial research whic 
makes their work progressively valuable.” 
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Town-Planning in South Yorkshire. 

A general meeting of the North-Eastern 
District of the Institution of Municipal and 
County Engineers was held at the Union Offices, 
Doncaster, recently. Mr. J. P. Wakeford 
(City Engineer of Wakefield) presided over an 
attendance of about forty members from various 
parts of Yorkshire and the adjoining counties. 
A paper on “Town Planning, with Special 
Reference to the Doncaster District,’ was read 
by Mr. Perey Morris, Town Planning Surveyor 
to the Doncaster Rural District Council. The 
author dealt with what had been done in regard 
to town Planning in the Doncaster area, where, 
he said, the Rural Council had under considera- 
tion schemes covering an area of 13,290 acres, 
divided into the Askern, Carcroft, and Arm- 
thorpe areas. These schemes had only reached 
the preliminary stage of preparation, with the 
exception perhaps of the Askern area, which 
was in a more advanced stage. 

Organised Science. 

A conference convened by the President and 
Council of the Royal Society was held at 
Burlington House recently to consider the 
desirability of establishing a Conjoint Board 
of Scientific Societies to organise scientific 
effort in this country. The following resolution 
was passed unanimously, and a committee was 
appointed to draft a scheme for giving effect 
to the resolution and to report thereon to a 
future meeting, viz., this meeting considers 
that it is desirable to establish a Conjoint 
Board of Scientific Societies for the purpose of 
(1) promoting the co-operation of those inter- 
ested in pure or applied science ; (2) supplying 
a means by which the scientific opinion of the 
country may, on matters relating to science, 
industry, and education, find effgctive expres- 
sion ; (3) taking such action as may be necessary 
to promote the application of science to our 
industries and to the service of the nation; 
(4) discussing scientific questions in which 
international co-operation seems advisable. 

An Architect’s Bequests. 

Lieut.-Colonel Henry L. Florence, V.D., who 
recently died at Bath, in his seventy-third 
year, leaving estate of the gross value of over 
£300,000, has bequeathed valuable works of art 
to the National Gallery, the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, and the Dulwich Gallery, besides 
leaving legacies to several London hospitals 
and other institutions. He has bequeathed 
to the Trustees of the National Gallery the 
marble group “ Maternité,’ by Dalou; and 
the pictures ‘*‘ Greenwich Hospital,” by James 
Holland; “‘ Deauville,’ by Eugene Boudin ; 
and “‘ Mousetrap,” by P. Van der Werff. The 
Trustees of the National Gallery are also 
empowered to select any other of his pictures 
which they consider worthy of a place in the 
national collection ; and it is stated that sixteen 
pictures have been handed over by the executors 
for this purpose. It is stipulated that the 
marble group and the pictures given and to be 
selected are to be permanently exhibited in 
the National Gallery and are to be collected 
and known as “ The Henry L. Florence Bequest.”’ 
To the Victoria and Albert Museum Colonel 
Florence left such remainder of his pictures, 
bronzes, enamels, furniture, and objects and 
articles of art and vertu as may be selected by 
the trustees or by the committee or a director 
appointed for the purpose. He asks that these 
should be as far as possible grouped and per- 
manently exhibited and be called “ The Henry L. 
Florence Bequest.” Snyder’s ‘Fox and 
Poultry” is given to the Dulwich College 
Picture Gallery. The following legacies are 
also left by Colonel Florence’s will :—National 
Gallery, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, and 
Charing Cross —— £10,000 each; British 
Museum, £1,000; Foundling Hospital, £250 ; 
Architectural Association, £1,000; and, for 
founding an annual prize, another £1,000. 
To the Haberdashers’ Company, of which he 
was a former Master, Colonel Florence left 
£3,000. The residue of the estate, subject 
to two life interests, amounting to something 
under £100,000, is to be divided equally between 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Chaskeg Cross 
Hospital, the National Gallery, and a number 
of other hospitals and museums, including the 
British Museum. Mr. Herbert Wykeham 
Lydall, solicitor, of John-street, Bedford-row, 
and Mr. Alfred Cox, architect, are the executors. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 





Mercers’ Hall. 


E devote the whole of our illustrations 
to Mercers’ Hall, which we describe 
in an article on page 251. This 
forms the first of a series of articles 

dealing with the City Companies, which will 

be illustrated in a similar way and will appear 
at frequent intervals. 





NO 
MEETINGS. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 1. 


Edinburgh Architectural Association.—Visit 
to St. Mary’s Cathedral. 2.30 p.m. 


Monpay, AprIL 3. 


Royal Society of Arts.—Mr. Edward A. 
Reeves, F.R.A.S., on “Surveying” (II). 
4.30 p.m. 


University Extension Lecture (at the Victoria 
and Albert Museum).—Mr. Banister Fletcher on 
“Architecture of To-day and Yesterday.” 
4.30 p m. 

TugEspAy, APRIL 4. 
4 Institution of Civil Engineers.—Discussion 
on paper by Sir George Cunningham Buchanan 
entitled ‘“‘ The Rangoon River Training Works.” 
5.30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, Aprit 5. 


Royal Archeological _Institute-—Ordinary 
meeting. 4.30 p.m. 

Institute of Sanitary Engineers.—Sessional 
meeting. 7 p.m. 





Carpenters’ Company.—Mr. Wm. Dawson on 
“ British Forestry Before and After the War.” 
7.45 p.m. 

Institution of Civil Engineers of Ireland.— 
Ordinary meeting. 8 p.m. 





BOOK RECEIVED. 

GuipE TO THE INcomE Tax. By F.. B. 
Leeminc. (London: Effingham Wilson. 
2s. 6d. net.) 

Oe 


SOME MANCHESTER SKETCHES. 


The notes accompanying the sketches of 
some Manchester buildings in last week's 
Builder were taken largely from Mr. A. E. 
Richardson’s book, ‘Monumental Classic 


Architecture in Great Britain and Ireland.” 
Mr. Gordon Hemm wishes to express his 
sincere apologies to the author for having 
unintentionally omitted to state the source of 
his information. 
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The Reinforced Concrete Regulations of the 
London County Council, with Explanatory 
Notes, by Ewart S. Anprews, B.Sc. 
(London B. T. Batsford, Ltd. Price 2s. 6d: 
net.) 

Tats book will be very useful to architects and 
engineers in the design of reinforced concrete, 
as the full text of the Regulations which are 
now in force is given, with portions of special 
importance printed in heavy type to facilitate 
reference. It behoves all those engaged in 
London work to study these Regulations and 
possess a copy for reference when designing, 
and in the volume it is a distinct advantage 
to have explanatory notes which deal with the 
important points. The notes are given in a 
separate section at the end, and the section 
of the regulation is clearly given in each case, 
so that the reader can quickly refer from one 
portion of the book to the other. Various 
numerical examples are worked out to show 
the application and effect of the Regulations, 
and these will be useful to many readers. We 
notice a small error in one of these on page 64, 
where, in dealing with the example of a column, 
the safe load is given as equal to ‘49 x 66,400 Ib., 
whereas it should be *-49 x 166,000 lb. As 
the result is given correctly, however, this 
is obviously a printer's error. The book, which 
is a convenient size, should have a good sale. 





Bridge Foundations. By Ww. BvuRNSIDE, 
Assoc.M.Inst.C.E. (London: Scott, Green- 
wood, & Son. Price 4s. net.) 

Tuts volume is one of the Broadway Series of 
Engineering Handbooks, and it is intended 
only as an introduction to the subject of bridge 
foundations. The work included is only that 
in connection with bridges crossing rivers or 
other waters—that is to say, to foundations 
which are wholly or in part subaqueous. The 
matter described includes the foundation bed, 
abutment, and pier foundations, dams, piles, 
and caissons. 

The author considers that much might be 
done towards standardising the practice in» 
design, and with this we agree. It is true that 
a special joint committee have been dealing 
with the question of loads on highway bridges, 
and the Report was submitted at a meeting of 
the Concrete Institute, held recently; but a 
great deal remains to be done before bridge 
design can be considered as being based on 
any kind of standard in this country. The 
various sections of the volume are described 
in a simple manner, and illustrations and 
examples from actual practice are included 
when possible to show the application of 
different types of work. A particularly useful 
portion of the book is that devoted to pneumatic 
caissons, as this class of work is of great import- 
ance to engineers, and it is seldom described 
in such an interesting manner as is the case 
here. Methods for adjusting caissons in 
position and the effects of compressed air are 
dealt with, and some good general information 
is given. The concluding chapter is devoted 
to a brief explanation of pontoon and other 
types not considered in the general notes, and 
various useful tables are attached at the end of 
the volume. The book is well arranged and 
produced. 





Limes and Cements. By Ernest A. DancasTER, 
B.Sc. (London: Crosby Lockwood « Son. 
Price 5s. net.) 

Tats is an elementary treatise describing 

the nature, manufacture, and use of the different 

classes of limes and cements, and the informa- 
tion contained therein should form an excellent 
basis for a more advanced study of the subject. 

The scope of the book is more extensive than 

the title suggests, as the author includes 

chapters on Mortars, Concrete, Plastering, 
and Stuccos in addition to the matter devoted 
to Limes and Cements. The chemistry and 
classification of limes are first described and the 
process of manufacture explained, and these 
notes are followed by a chapter on Artificial 

Limes and Cements. The most important 

section of the book, however, is that which 

deals with Portland Cement, and the chapter 
under the heading covers over forty pages. 
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The auther has fully realised the great import. 
ance of Portland cement in modern building 
work, and he has obviously spared no trouble 
to make the chapter comprehensive. The 
manufacture is fully described, with illustrations 
of kilns, grinding mills, and other plant, and 
the various constituents are considered jn 
relation to value of the finished product, 
Chemical analysis and testing form the subject 
of other chapters, and these are interesting 
and instructive. The volume is based on 
G. R. Burnell’s treatise on ‘* Limes, Cements, 
Mortars, etc.,”” but the whole of the text has 
been entirely rewritten and extensive additions 
have been made. 





Paint and Colour Mixing. By A. 8. Jenntyes, 
(London: E. & F.N. Spon. Fifth edition. 
1915. 9 in. by 5h in. Pp. 241.) 

We welcome a further edition of this book 

as showing an increased attention to the im. 

portant subject of colour standardisation, which 

concerns not only paints but other materials 
beyond the scope of this work. In these days, 
when paints are bought ready mixed to s0 
large an extent, such a book as this should do 
something to prevent the loss of initiative which 
this method of purchase is likely to produce. 

After’ two introductory chapters on the 
nature of paint and on strainers, the author 
tackles his real subject, dealing first with colour 
nomenclature—a difficult field—and quotes at 
length various authorities. Some seventy 
pages follow on mixing and matching specific 
colours, and then details of grounds, graining, 
and the like are discussed. A short chapter 
on artists’ water-colours, giving the ingredients 
for presenting various natural effects, is of 
interest, as are also some simple tests for quality, 
though, we fear, few colour users carry out 
experiments in this direction. 


a» 
— 2c 


FIFTY YEARS AGO. 





Wolverhampton Town Hall Competition. 


Our readers are aware that some months 
ago the Special Committee charged with the 
duty of obtaining plans for a new tow hall 
and other public buildings for Wolverhamp- 
ton selected two designs from a number of 
competing designs for the first and second 
premiums of £100 and £50 respectively, but 
the condition upon which the Committee 
undertook to recommend the Town Council 
to award the premiums to the authors was 
that they could each be carried out for 
£15,000, the amount stipulated in the speci- 
fication. It is no secret that the design 
selected for the high premium was sent in 
by Mr. Bidlake, of this town ; and that that 
of Mr. Bates, of Manchester, was the work 
placed second in order of merit. Both designs, 
with a copy of the instructions issued to the 
architects, etc., were forwarded to Mr. Water- 
house, architect, for his opinion as to whether 


they could be carried out for the amount 


specified. We learn that his report has been 
received, and is to the effect that the probable 
cost of carrying out Mr. Bidlake's design, 
minus the tower, would be about £25,400, 
and that the tower would involve an addi- 
tional expenditure of between £500 and £600. 
He thinks the execution of Mr. Batess 
design would probably cost about £25,000. 
The Committee have in consequence reject 
both designs, and resolved to send two 
others, which stood next on the list in their 
estimation, to Mr. Waterhouse. One, bear 
ing the motto of “Salve,” is by Mr. Chris- 
topher Wray, of London ; and the — 
distinguished by the motto “ Perceveran - 
Virices,” was sent in by Mr. Lloyd, ° 
Bristol. The first premium will be ones 
to Mr. Wray, should it be found by a 
report of Mr. Waterhouse that it can 
carried out for £15,000. 





[*,* From the Builder of March 31, 
1866.—Ep.] 
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City Companies 


and 


Their Halls. 


[es Mercers’ Company takes precedence 
among the twelve greater Livery 
Companies, and its history stretches 
back for many centuries. The first record 
in existence of the association which after- 
wards became the Mercers’ Company is con- 
tained in the copy of a grant dating from 
about the year 1190, in which Thomas de Helles 
and Agnes his wife, who was a sister of Arch- 
bishop Becket, bequeathed to the brethren 
of St. Thomas the Martyr, of Acon a piece of 
land formerly belonging to Gilbert Becket, in 
order that they might build a church thereon ; 
and the fraternity of Mercers were constituted 
patrons of the brethren’s hospital, an association 
which lasted up to the period of the Reformation. 

The original derivation of the term Mercer is 
not clear, but it was probably derived from the 
Latin mercator, through the French mercier. 
There were formerly two divisions in the trade, 
termed “staple”? and ‘“‘ miscellaneous,” known 
at a later date as mercery, and when silk was 
first imported it fell under the last heading, 
hence the term “ silk mercer.” Woollen cloths 
were the principal exports of the Mercers, who 
imported silks and fine linens from Flanders. 
The Haberdashers’ Guild was originally a 
branch of the Mercers, and had an altar of their 
own in the church of St. Thomas. 

Before its incorporation the fraternity of 
Mercers assembled in the Hall and worshipped 
in the church of St. Thomas. They also met at 
various hostelries in the City, among which 
was the Princes Wardrobe in Old Jewry, as well 
48 at the houses of the wardens. In the early 
years of the fifteenth century the Company 
purchased from the hospital a small room and 
‘chapel, and the grant was confirmed to them 
m 1413. The chapel was probably attached 
to the hospital church, and the little room 
Acquired the title of Sale del Mercerie or Mercers’ 
Hall. In the year 1490 the Company, needing 
more accommodation, tried to purchase Crosby 
Hall, and afterwards Lord Bradbury’s house 
im Old Jewry, but finally obtained the consent 
of the Master of St. Thomas to purchase 
ironmonger House. The cost of the new 

uilding was £2,735 16s. 1d., which was raised 

Y contributions among the members, and it 
Was commenced in 1517 and finished in 1522. 

Shortly afterwards the Mercers’ Company 
~~ the right to nominate the Master of 
7 omas's Hospital, which was confirmed 
— Bishop of London and by Pope Leo X. 
. - and cloisters were situated close to the 
Weer — present Hall, and had a frontage to 
a ee of 98 ft. 8 in., bounded by the 
the of the church of St. Thomas of Acon on 

“i north, by Eleyng Spital’s house and 
ealled thee ane on the west, and by a tenement 

Th the ‘ Mitre” on the east. 
in. — hospital shared the fate of other religious 
1538.” ~ was surrendered to Henry VIII. in 
rill e King by letters patent granted the 

— in ;1541 the hospital church and 

lon thereof, together with the rectory and 
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church of St. Mary Colechurch, for the sum of 
£969 17s. 6d., the purchase-money being fixed 
by the Crown, as in similar cases, at twenty 
years’ ‘purchase of the annual value. The 
Company, by a separate deed, signed on the 
same day, covenanted to find three priests 
to sing and say masses and to celebrate 
divine service for the King and his successors 
in the church of the hospital (called the Mer- 
cers’ Church), and to keep a free grammar 
school within the City of London in perpetuity, 
appointing a “ sufficient”’ master to teach 
twenty-five children and scholars, and also to 
provide learned men to preach in the Mercers’ 
Church. They subsequently acquired houses 
in the parishes of St. Stephen, Walbrook, and 
St. Stephen, Coleman-street, by purchase, 
their property in the parishes of St. Mary and 
St. Martin extending from the corner of 
Frederick-place to Cheapside, along that street 
to Ironmonger-lane, and northward along the 
lane for 140 ft. with the exception of a house at 
the corner of Ironmonger-lane, belonging to 
Elsyng Spital, which was purchased during the 
last century. : 

The church extended from the east of the 
present chapel to the west side of the ambu- 
latory under the hall, and was about 140 ft. 
long by 40 ft. broad. It was a building with 
aisles and chapels rich in monuments, which 
all perished in the Fire, excepting that of Sir 
Richard Fishbourne. The Mercers’ former 
chapel was, after the purchase of the hospital 
church, altered and let out as shops and used 
for their school. 

Queen Elizabeth is said to have been a free 
Sister of the Company ; she was descended from 
Sir Geoffry Boleyn, who was admitted free 
by redemption in 1435, and on July 26, 1560, 
the Court of Assistants hastily assembled 
on a rumour that the Queen was coming to 
the Mercers’ supper on the following day. A 
message from Sir Thomas Gresham, then Master, 
was received, stating that the Queen was actually 
coming. After all preparations were made 
Sir Thomas sent word that the Queen had 
changed her mind, so the Company had to 
console themselves with entertaining the Lord 
Treasurer and other noblemen. Sir Thomas 
Gresham “ was to be spoken to, and most of 
the charge laid on him,” as he was “ the beginner 
and doer of all this.” 

Mercers’ Church was celebrated for the 
Italian and Spanish sermons which were 

reached there for the benefit of Italian and 
Spanish Protestants in London, and bequests 
were made from time to time for special sermons 
to be preached. In 1615 the Master and Fellows 
of St. Catherine Hall, Cambridge, covenanted 
to find a learned divine to preach in the church 
once a year for ever, and this sermon is now 
still given every Good Friday, while Paul 
Birkenhead gave the Company £100 in trust 
to pay for the maintenance of two sermons 
at Mercers’ Chapel on the anniversaries of the 
death of Charles I. and the restoration of 
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Charles II. In 1645 the Company agreed to 
lend their church and Hall for the use of the 
House of Commons for a solemn thanksgiving 
after the battle of Naseby, and soon after they 
petitioned Cromwell against the quartering of 
soldiers in their hall. 

The fraternity of St. Thomas a Becket of 
Canterbury, which was afterwards known 
as the Company of Merchant Adventurers, 
originated in an association by members 
of the Mercers’ Company to promote foreign 
trading, and had their first charter granted 
them by Edward I. in 1296. They gradually 
became detached from the Mercers’ Company 
during the fifteenth century, and were consti- 
tuted a distinct company in 1594 by Queen 
Elizabeth. The Merchants of the Staple were 
a body of great antiquity, and are believed 
to be an offshoot of the Mercers. They obtained 
charters from Edward II. in 1313 and 1320, 
prohibiting the export of woolfels, except through 
one certain Staple (established mart) in the 
Netherlands. In 1325 the Staple was fixed 
at Bruges on the prayer of the citizens of 
Bruges, Ghent, and Ypres, in which cities 
the merchants traded. They were controlled ° 
by the Mayor of the Staple, and dealt with 
the staple or chief products of the country, 
which were sold in the “Staple” towns. The 
proceedings of the body were regulated b 
Acts of Parliament, and in the twenty-sevent 
year of Edward III. an Act was passed to 
remove the Staple then held at Calais to towns 
in England, Wales, and Ireland. 

The Mercers’ Company resigned foreign 
trade to the Merchants of the Staple and the 
Merchant Adventurers in the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries, home trade in woollen 
goods to the Drapers at the end of the fourteenth 
century, and retail trade to the Haberdashers 
about the same time or a little later; but the 
minutes of the English branch of the Adven- 
turers were kept in the Mercers’ books down 
to the time of the Great Fire, and the Merchant 
Adventurers had a room in the Company’s 
premises for the transaction of their business. 

The Mercers’ have received numerous char- 
ters, the earliest from Richard II. in 1393-94, 
in which for a fine of 100 marks he granted 
“to the said liegemen of the aforesaid mistery 
from thenceforth to have a perpetual com- 
monalty of themselves, and that the same 
commonalty might be able every year to 
elect and make four wardens out of the same 
commonalty and mistery to oversee, rule, and 
govern the mistery and a, aforesaid, 
and all the men, persons, and affairs of the 
same for ever.” They were given powers to 
urchase land, tenements, and rents, to be 
held in support of the poor men of such 
commonalty or mistery, as of a chaplain to 
celebrate divine service perpetually for the 
King and the Queen, and the father and mother 
of the King, and for the estate and souls of the 
men of the same commonalty or eng" i 
Further charters were granted by Henry VL, 
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Edward IV., Philip and Mary, James I., and 
Charles II., who abridged the rights granted 
under former charters, but by an Act under 
William and Mary their former rights were 
restored to the City and Livery Companies. 

The Company’s arms were granted in 1568, 
and confirmed in 1634. Doubts having arisen 
as to their correct form, the following arms 
were confirmed to them, and are thus described : 
‘“* Gules issuant from a bank of clouds, a figure 
of the Virgin, couped at the shoulders proper, 
vested in a silver robe adorned with gold, the 
neck encircled by a jewelled necklace, crined or, 
and wreathed about the temples with a chaplet 
of roses alternately argent and of the first, 
and crowned with a celestial crown, the 
whole within a border of clouds also proper, 
and for a crest on a wreath of the colours 
issuant from a bank of clouds proper, a figure 
of the Virgin as in the arms.” The Virgin 
in the crest and seal is always referred to as a 
maidenhead, and there does not seem to be 
any authority for regarding it as arepresentation 
of the Virgin Mary, though the dedication 
of the hospital of St. Thomas was “ in honour 
of Almighty God and of the blessed Virgin 
Mary, His Mother, and the most glorious 
Martyr St. Thomas 4 Beckett.” 

In the Great Fire Mercers’ Hall perished, 
and the Company had to undertake the re- 
building of the Royal Exchange, which had 
come into their possession, together with 
Gresham’s House in  Bishopsgate-street in 
1596 on the death of Lady Gresham, as well as 
St. Paul’s and Mercers’ Schools, their chapel hall 
and offices, The hall and offices, which form 
the oldest part of the present buildings, were 
carried out from the designs of Edward Jerman, 
surveyor to the Company, and were completed 
by John Oliver, who succeeded him. The 
principal parts of this building which remain 
are the ambulatory and chapel on the ground 
floor, and the hall and large court-room on the 
first floor. 

The chapel is a square room with gallery 
lighted into areas on either side by windows. 
Most of the old fittings were re-used in it. The 
ambulatory suffers from the absence of light, 
the windows looking into a narrow space on one 
side, which is the more unfortunate as it would 
otherwise convey a great sense of space and 
dignity. It seems a pity that in the recon- 
struction of the part of the building facing 
Cheapside it was not found possible to open it 
out by making the great staircase open directly 
out of it with ample top light. The Hall is 
a finely-proportioned room, very handsomely 
panelled in oak, with a fine gallery at one end, 
and a well-designed ceiling, and is lighted over 
the top of panelling by mullioned windows on 
either side. The general court-room is digni- 
fied and happy in its proportions, and the 
character of its detail is refined and pleasing. 
On its walls are fine portraits, one of Sir Thomas 
Gresham, attributed to Holbein, a portrait of 
Dean Colet, a second portrait of Sir Thomas 
Gresham, and other interesting pictures, 
including an apocryphal portrait of Sir Richard 
Whittington. The front part of the present 
building was carried out in 1878 by the 
Company’s surveyor, Barnes Williams; it in- 
cludes » at facing Cheapside and Ironmonger- 
lane, a central entrance and grand staircase, 
which is also approached from the ambulatory, 
and a drawing-room occupying the central 
position of the Cheapside front on the first 
floor. It is a characteristic example of the 
work of an epoch when the distinctive purpose 
to which a building was to be put was usually 
under-emphasised, and when our buildings were 
somewhat lacking in character ; but the problem 
of arranging a combination of commercial 
—- with one of the oldest and most 

istorical of the Livery Companies’ halls was 
an unusually difficult one. The staircase, 
carried out in oak, is ample in size and convenient 
in arrangement, giving a suitably important 
approach to the Hall and reception-rooms 
over. 

Between Ironmonger-lane and Fredericks- 
place, Old Jewry, a second addition in the shape 
of the provision of new offices for the clerk 
and surveyor was carried out by the pre- 
sent surveyor, Mr. Dendy Watney, FRIBA. 
in 1908. It consists of a block of offices con- 
veniently planned and grouped round a centre 
courtyard, on one side of which is a columned 
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way affording access from Ironmonger-lane to 
the ambulatory, a pleasing feature which gives 
character to a reticent and practical piece of 
design in which the necessities of lighting and 
other amenities have been carefully borne in 
mind. 

We have alluded to the connection between 
the Mercers’ Company and trade, but a large 
part of the work which they have done in the 
past, and are doing on a greater scale now, is 
connected with charity and education, and it 
will be apposite here to refer to some of the 
great men who have been intimately connected 
with their history and whose testamentary 
bequests have been worthily administered by 
the Company. 

The first of these names is Sir Richard 
Whittington, one of the greatest London 
merchants in the time of the Plantagenets 
and a prominent Mercer, who rebuilt the church 
of St. Michael Paternoster, contributed very 
largely to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, the 
Guildhall, and the Library of the Corporation 
of London, founded a college for priests, and 
established a chaplain to St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
He also founded almshouses for thirteen men 
and endowed it, and the original ordinances of 
this are in the possession of the Mercers’ 
Company. Freemen of the Company, but no 
liverymen, could be admitted to these alms- 
houses, the Company being bound to maintain 
their own liverymen. The property of Sir 
Thomas Whittington was devised to the 
Company to maintain these institutions. The 
college was suppressed under the provisions of 
an Act for the abolition of chantries, etc., in 
1548. The original almshouses, situated in 
the churchyard of St Michael, Paternoster- 
row, were destroyed in the Great Fire, were 
subsequently rebuilt, and when they became 
dilapidated were rebuilt on Highgate-hill, 
and entitled Whittington College. This is 
now managed under a scheme of the Charity 
Commissioners, which, after providing for the 
upkeep of the college, applies the residue to the 
payment of pensions and grants to indigent 
members of the Company and to the relief of 
the necessitous poor. 

Mercers’ School is one of the oldest schools 
in London, and is of Royal foundation. In 
1447 a petition was presented to Henry VI. by 
the rectors of All Hallows the Great, St. Andrew, 
Holborn, St. Peter, Cornhill, and St. Mary 
Colechurch, praying that grammar schools 
might be erected in their parishes. John Neel, 
rector of St. Mary Colechurch, was also Master 
of the Hospital of St. Thomas, and the King 
willed ‘*‘ that it be doone as it is desired,” and 
an Act of Parliament was passed, the School 
being erected in the parish of St. Mary Cole- 
church. On the dissolution of the hospital 
and its surrender to the Crown, the Company, 
on their purchase of the hospital, covenanted 
to find and keep a grammar school in perpetuity, 
and under this covenant Mercers’ School was 
established and first opened in 1542. Thomas 
Rich, who had been educated there, subsequently 
left money to the Company to give University 
exhibitions to poor students educated in the 
school. On the widening of Old Jewry in 
1787, the school was puiled down and the 
scholars removed to another house. The 
school was increased in 1879 to 125 boys, and 
in 1880 to 150 boys, and in 1890 the Company 
purchased Barnards Inn for purposes of erecting 
larger buildings, which were carried out from 
designs of Mr. Thomas Chatfeild Clark in 1893. 
The Company paid £70,000 for the site. 

St. Paul’s School was the outcome of a 
bequest by Dean Colet, who was born in 1466, 
and became, by the death of his father, possessed 
of a large fortune. He was admitted to the 
freedom of the Company in 1508, and two years 
later communicated to the Company his 
dispositions for the foundation of a school. 
During his travels he had perceived the import- 
ance of the revival of learning, and desired 
to equip the children of his country so that they 
might take their place by the side of learned 
men of other nations. The site of the School, 
probably inherited from his father, was on the 
eastern side of St. Paul’s. Its management 
was left to the Court of Assistants of the 
Mercers’ Company, and when Colet was asked 
the reason of his trust he replied that there 
was “no absolute certainty in human affairs,” 
but that for his part he “found less corruption 
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in such a body of citizens than in any order 
or degree of mankind.” A scheme was framed 
by the Endowed Schools Commissioners for 
the better management of the School, in conge. 
quence of which the Company purchased the 
present site in West Kensington in 1878, and 
new buildings were erected at a cost of £150,000 
from designs by Alfred Waterhouse. The 
school ranks third in point of date and antiquity 
of all English public schools. In 1902 the 
governors purchased a site in Brook-lane, 
Hammersmith, and built a school, for 409 
girls, from the designs of Mr. Gerald Horsley, 

The Gresham family, who derived their 
name from the village of Gresham in Norfolk, 
have been closely associated with the Mercers’ 
Company. Sir Richard Gresham was Master 
in 1533, 1539, and 1547, and Lord Mayor in 1537, 
He desired to erect a ‘** Burse”’ or Exchange in 
London on the model of that of Antwerp, but 
died without seeing the project carried ont, 
He was instrumental in obtaining for the Mercers 
the grant of the church and hospital of St, 
Thomas, and his son, Sir Thomas Gresham, 
carried out the building of the Royal Exchange 
and the foundation of Gresham College. On 
his death he gave one moiety of the Royal 
Exchange and the shops thereof to the citizens 
of London, and the other moiety to the Mercers’ 
Company and their successors, directing that 
the City Corporation should pay £50 to each of 
four persons to read lectures on Astronomy, 
Music, and Geometry, within the dwelling. 
house called Gresham House in Bishopsgate. 
street, and that the Mercers’ Company should 
pay £50 to eagh of three persons to be chosen 
by them to give lectures on Law, Physic, and 
Rhetoric in the same place, as well as further 
sums to hospitals and in relief of the poor. 

Gresham College escaped the Fire, but the 
Royal Exchange was burnt and rebuilt on an 
enlarged scale by Jarman, the City Surveyor, 
at a cost of £65,979 lls., the City and the 
Company paying in equal proportions. 

In 1768 an Act of Parliament was passed 
by which Gresham College was vested in the 
Crown for purposes of erecting an Excise 
Office, and an annuity of £500 was granted 
to the Corporation and the Mercers’ Company. 
The stipends of the lecturers were augmented, 
and the lectures were delivered in rooms over 
the south entrance of the Exchange until 
it was burnt for a second time in 1836. When 
the Charity Commissioners reported in 1818 
on the Gresham Estate, they pointed out that 
the City and Company were losers by the estate 
of Sir Thomas Gresham to the extent of 
£201,318 expended by them. The cost of 
rebuilding the Exchange for the second time 
amounted to £171,552 6s. 11d., which was also 
defrayed in equal parts. The Gresham Com- 
mittee subsequently purchased a piece of land 
at the corner of Basinghall-street and erected 
the building known as Gresham College, which 
has been further enlarged by the provision of 
a large hall with offices over, erected from the 
designs of Mr. Dendy Watney, the Companys 
surveyor, at a cost of £50,000. 

The Mercers’ Company took part in a con- 
ference in 1877 with representatives of the 
Drapers’ and Clothmakers’ Companies and & 

rovisional committee of representatives of the 
Cooneeminh and Guilds of London, which was 
formed to consider the best manner in which 
funds could be applied towards the improvement 
in technical knowledge of those engaged in the 
manufactures of the country, and this resulted 
in the foundation of the City and Guilds 
Institute at South Kensington in 1878, while 
the Finsbury Technical College is also assisted. 
The City Corporation and the Livery Companies 
had contributed £900,000 to the City and Guilds 
Institute up to the end of 1912; the contribution 
of the Mercers’ Company was £80,000 of this 
amount. SJ 

We have mentioned a few of the principal 
directions in which the funds of the Compang 
have been applied for the furtherance ° 
educational and charitable work in accordance 
with the interpretation put upon the wi vr 
of those who have left funds to it. This brie 
account will show the manner in which - 
trade conimunity has grown up, and a 
important place which it has occupied in t “ 
life of the community, preserving its ancien 
customs and traditions, but interpreting them 
according to the spirit of modern time*. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE MASTER BUILDERS’ 
ASSOCIATION OF NEW 
SOUTH WALES. 


We take the following from the annual 
Report :— 
State of the Trade. 

During the past twelve months there have 
been two serious factors exerting a depressing 
influence on the trade, viz., the war and a 
drought extending over a considerable area of 
the State. Towards the end of the first quarter 
of the year there was to some extent a revival, 
but subsequently a further depression set in 
and continued until the end of the year. The 
general effect of these factors on the building 
trade has been to considerably delay projects 
for big constructional enterprises, though 
fortunately a .very considerable amount of 
small residential work in the suburbs has been 
proceeded with. 

The war has also affected the building trade 
in another way. All imported materials, and 
those which, though manufactured locally, 
depend on imports for their raw material, 
have considerably increased in cost (a) through 
the natural tendency of the artisans and 
labourers to put a little more speed into their 
work on account of the fact that employment 
is not so secure; and (b) a tendency to cut 
prices on the part of many builders owing to 
the small amount of work coming out and 
the consequently increased competition. 
Materials which are entirely of local production 
have fortunately not increased in price. It 
is doubtful, therefore, whether the increase 
in the prices of imported materials really 
means any increase in the cost of the whole 
work to the building owner. 

The statistics kindly provided by the officers 
of the Water and Sewerage Board annually, 
giving the number of buildings completed 
during the twelve months in Sydney and 
suburbs, show a considerable falling off during 
the period under review. The falling off in 
the number of buildings completed is greater 
in the city than in the suburbs. In the city 
only there was in 1915 a decrease of 37°3 per 
cent. as against 1914; in the suburbs the 
decrease amounted to 28°36 per cent. for the 
same period, 


State of the Labour Market. 

Although certain trades have been kept 
very busy on work in connection with the war, 
in other trades there has been a considerable 
decrease in the numbers employed. Owing to 
a large number of men having enlisted for 
active service, there has not been the distress 
that there would have been if the falling off 
in the trade had been due to any other cause. 


Conditions of Contract. 

The most important work that the Association 
as done, possibly, in the last twenty years 
has been completed within the past twelve 
months. The revising of the Conditions of 
Contract, which has occupied the attention 
of the Institute of Architects and this Asso- 
ciation for some four or five years, was finally 
brought to a close during the past year, and 
the new Conditions of Contract and Agreement 
orm came into operation on November 1, 1915, 
bearing the seal of the Institute and this 
Association. The two documents are printed 
bg so that one cannot be used without 
> other, and the control of the selling of 
ese documents is in the hands of the Institute 
of Architects. Members are reminded of the 
annlty of insisting on these Conditions of 
on and Agreement Forms in every con- 
io ta undertake (with the exception of 
ne ; vd the Government or municipal councils), 
th at, unless the specification states that 
+ conditions will be used, every member 
ould endorse his tender “ subject to the 


Faitions of contract adopted by the Institute 
t Architects and the Master Builders’ Asso- 
“ation of New South Wales.” 


Day Labour and State Socialism. 

The Government still continues its policy of 
extending State employment and State owner- 
ship into fresh fields of industrial enterprise 
Figures are not available for all the State 
industrial undertakings, but of those known 
three show profits on paper and four admit 
losses. The State enterprises showing profits 
are :—The South Coast Metal Quarries, profits 
for the year, £6,322 9s. 5d.; accumulated 
profits of previous years, £9,914 3s. 8d. ; total, 
£16,236 13s. 1d. In this case the. Minister 
promised at the outset to reduce the price of 
blue metal about 50 per cent., but no reduction 
was made then, nor has there been any reduction 
since. The State Motor Garage shows a profit 
of £154 13s. 2d. The State Brickworks at 
Homebush show an accumulated profit of 
£9,387 19s. 5d., after charging considerably 
more for its products than they promised when 
the scheme was first called into being, and after 
allowing little or nothing for the cost of railway, 
electric light, and so on. Depreciation is 
another item that has evidently been made to 
accommodate itself to the desire of showing a 
profit. 

The State enterprises showing losses are :— 
The State Brickworks at Botany, which shows 





a deficiency of £8,696 19s. 4d. The State 
Limeworks at Botany and Taree show a 
deficiency of £7,822 lls. 10d. The Rozelle 


Joinery Works show an accumulated loss of 
£20,473 8s. 5d., but it is only fair to state 
that these losses include the loss by fire of 
£14,917 5s. 7d., so that the loss on trading 
is shown as £5,556 2s. 10d. The State Timber 
Yards and Workshops at Uhr’s Point have been 
the cause of the biggest loss to the Government 
of any of the State undertakings of which 
figures have been supplied. The net loss for 
the year ending June 30, 1915, is set down as 
£25,145 14s. 2d., to which must be added 
the loss brought forward from the previous 
accounts of £5,343 lls. 8d. The loss on this 
undertaking to the end of the last financial 
year is therefore £30,489 5s. 10d. The above 
figures have been taken from the Auditor- 
General’s Report. 
Industrial Arbitration. 

At the outset of the war the State Arbitration 
Court gave a decision which for the time being 
closed the activities of the Wages Boards ; this 
was received with strong dissent by the union 
officials, with the result that early in 1915 the 
President of the Court delivered another pro- 
nouncement modifying the previous one, to the 
extent that the Boards might continue their 
work but should only take into consideration 
the effects of the war not only on the industry 
itself, but on the community in general. Con- 
sequently the Wages Boards have continued 
their operations since that time, and the Court 
has also been exceptionally busy in hearing 
appeals and reconstituting Wages Boards which 
had expired by effluxion of time. 

The compulsory arbitration law was brought 
into existence for the purpose of forcing 
employers and employees to settle their differ- 
ences by other means than strikes and lock- 
outs, and for the purpose of ensuring employees 
against sweating, but strikes have been more 
numerous since the introduction of the law 
than they were previously. Employers have 
been fined for breaches of the various awards ; 
employees have been prosecuted for striking, 
but the penalties have not been enforced. 
Under such circumstances what can be expected 
but a disregard for the law, whenever it suits 
them, by those who find that it is not enforced 
when they break it ? 

Technical College. 

The new system of technical education, 
introduced in 1913, appears to be working 
smoothly and is showing signs of being a 
considerable improvement on the old methods 
of teaching. Representatives of employers’ 
and employees’ associations are on the 
Advisory Committees, acting as examiners, 





giving advice to the Public Service Board in 
the appointment of teachers, and in many ways 
assisting the Department to make the system 
a success. Members of this Association have 
been doing their part during the past twelve 
months, and the Association has also continued 
the system of presenting prizes to successful 
building trade students. 


PUBLIC WORKS, ETC. 


Australia. 

Tue Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade is in receipt of a copy of the 
estimates of expenditure of the Government of 
Western Australia from the General Loan 
Fund for the year ending June 30, 1916, pro- 
viding for a total expenditure of £2,103,881, 
the chief items being as follows :— 

Railways and Tramways (£685,975), including 
additions and improvements to railways opened, 
£120,000 ; railway construction, rolling stock, 
etc., £266,975; electric tramways at Perth, 
£88,000 ; electric power station at East Perth, 
£182,000. 

Harbours and rivers (£157,883), including 
harbour improvements at Albany, Bunbury, 
Fremantle, etc., £140,100; jetty works, 
£17,000. 

Water supply and sewerage (£337,120), com- 
prising water supply for towns generally and 
goldfields, sewerage works at Perth and 
Fremantle. 

Agriculture (£540,074), including abattoirs, 
cold stores, canning works, etc., £121,000; 
industries, etc., £199,524. 

Roads, bridges, etc. (£59,000), including new 
roads and bridges, £10,000; public buildings, 
£30,000. 

In connection with the above, it may be 
noted that an Act of the Western Australia 
Legislature, assented to on December 7, 
authorises the raising of a sum of £1,245,000 
by loan, for the construction of certain public 
works and for other purposes. A schedule to 
the Act allots, inter alia, £495,000 for expendi- 
ture on railways and tramways, £107,000 on 
harbours and rivers, £130,000 on water supply 
and sewerage, and £102,000 on the development 
of agriculture. 








EDUCATION AND PRODUCTIVITY. 

In the course of an address on ‘‘ The Industrial 
Outlook and its Relation to the Gas Industry,” 
delivered on March 29 at the eleventh annual 
meeting of the Society of British Gas Industries, 
Mr. Horace Moore Thornton, J.P., Chairman 
of the Council, said: ‘‘ Our future depends in 
no small degree on our educational policy. 
Enthusiasm is impossible without knowledge ; 
and lack of enthusiasm has been responsible 
for many of the shortcomings of British 
workers. Slackness, narrow-mindedness, in- 
ability to realise great issues, and lack of 
perception are largely due to the fact that 
opportunity has not been provided to secure 
the knowledge that will enable the true pro- 
portions of a man’s position as a unit in the 
nation’s industry to be realised. Haphazard 
methods, providing but a smattering of theory, 
the endeavour to inculcate knowledge in evening 
classes only when the youth is exhausted by a 
day’s work, must give place to properly syste- 
matised education, with opportunities for 
training during the daytime. It is of great 
importance that we should encourage and 
support. our universities and technical schools 
to enable them to provide for the industries of 
this country a large number of well-trained 
scientific men. We are glad that as a Society 
we assisted in founding the Livesey chair 
at the Leeds University, and that we have been 
able. to provide annual prizes for successful 
candidates in the Gas Engineering and Gas 
Supply examinations of the City and Guilds of 
London Institute. I am sure as our funds 
permit we can find no better and more profit- 
able form of investment than in educational 
encouragement.” 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS 
AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these listg care is taken to ensure the 
accuracy of the information given, but it may 
occasionally happen that, owing to building 
owners taking the responsibility of commencing 
work before plans are finally approved by the 
local authorities, ‘‘ pro ” works, at the 
time of publication, have been actually com- 
menced. Abbreviations:—T.C, for Town 
Council; U.D.C. for Urban District Council ; 
R.D.C. for Rural District Council; E.C. for 
Education Committee; L.G.B. for Local 
Government Board; B.G. for Board of 
Guardians; L.C.C. for London County Council ; 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish 


Council. 


Aberdeen.—At a recent meeting of the Streets 
and Roads Committee of the T.C. tenders for a 
railing in Spa-street were submitted, and that of 
Messrs. A. & G. Main, Glasgow, was accepted. 
A plan of a building in urray-terrace was 
approved of. 

Aylesbury.—The U.D.C. has passed plans of a 
building for petroleum storage off Park-street, 
for the Bowring Petroleum Company, Ltd. . 

Barnes.—The D.C. has approved the following 
plans :—Garage, 37, Coval-road, Messrs. Cox 
Taylor; additions finings house, Mortlake 
Brewery, Messrs. Watney, Combe, id, & Co.; 
amended plan of house, Richmond Park-road, 
Mr. W. A. Lane; and additions to malt elevators, 
Mortlake Brewery, Messrs. Watney, Combe, 


eid, & Co. 

Bedford.—The T.C. has approved plans of 
motor garage, for Mr. F. W. Smart, Shaftesbury- 
avenue, and house, Mr. R, Jeakins, Cutcliffe- 
grove. 

Belfast.—The Works Committee of the Belfast 
Harbour Board has approved a plan of a 
building which Messrs. Workman, Clark, & 
Co., Ltd., propose to erect on the ground recently 
let to them at the Clarendon Graving Dock. 

Bletchley.—The U.D.C. has passed plans for a 
new workshop for Messrs. Cook & Son, and plans 
for houses in Aylesbury-street, for Messrs. 
Howard Bros. 

Braintree.—Mr. A. J. Wicks, Braintree, has 
applied to the R.D.C. for water to be laid on to 
the Courtauld Estate, Bocking, where he pro- 
poses to build four houses. Sixteen plots on this 
estate are about to be built upon. It has been 
decided to lay the main and to construct a 
hydrant on. it. 

Broadstairs.—Broadstairs and St. Peter’s 
Council has approved plans of additions to 
Bruce Lodge, Kingsgate, for Sir W. Capel 
Slaughter, and alterations to the Wrotham Arms, 
Broadstairs, for Messrs. Rigden & Co. 

Coventry.—The R.D has approved plans for 
a new messroom at the Humber Works and for 
extensions of offices and drainage, for the Albion 
Drop Forgings Company, Ltd. 

_Darton.—The Council has passed plans for 
eight houses in Kexbro’-lane, Darton, for the 
Darton Main Colliery. 

Dover.—The R.D.C. has approved plans for 
the rebuilding of Mr. Hodgson’s premises at 
Temple Ewell, which were destroyed by fire 
recently. The plans were submitted by Messrs. 
Worsfold & Hayward. 

Durham.—Plans passed by the R.D.C. :—New- 
street, belonging to Messrs. Walter Scott, Ltd., 
at Quarrington Hill; and addition to dwelling- 
house, for Major J. Willan, at Shincliffe. 

Edinburgh.—The T.C. has adopted the recom- 
mendations of the Electric Lighting Committee 
for an additional expenditute of £11,000 at 
M‘Donald-road Station. The Council has agreed 
to the acceptance of estimates for the building 
and steel work of the new generating station at 
Portobello amounting to £30,570. Plans have 
been submitted to Edinburgh Dean of Guild 
Court for an extension to the sphagnum moss 
factory at Messrs. Redpath, Brown, & Co.’s 
works, Easter-road. 

Farnborough.—The U.D.C, has passed plans 
for a new cinema theatre which it is poageese to 
qqeet in the Farnborough-road, for a 

naplin. 

Foleshill—The British Structural Syndicate 
(Birmingham) proposes to erect some hundreds 
of bungalows on an estate at Foleshill. 

Hendon.—The following plans have been 
approved by the D.C.:—Motor garage, High- 
wood-hill, Mr. A. E. Colebrook; house, Brent- 
mead-place. Mr. Martin Harvey; additions to 
50, The Ridgeway, Golder’s Green, Mr. J. Finch; 
motor garage, 16. The Riding, Mr. A. J. Edmon- 
son; workshop, Golder’s Green, the Vulcan Car 
Agency: detached house, Sunnydale-gardens, 
Mill-hill, Mr, Golby; motor house, 1, Goodwyn- 
avenue, Mill-hill, Mr. E. Clarkson; _ five 
houses, St. George’s-road, Mr. J. Rawlins; 
storehouse, Colindale Wine Stores, Colindale- 
avenue, Mr. H. Wiltshire: twelve houses, Princes 
Park-avenue, Mr. E. H. Waterman; enlargement 
of workshons, Finchley-lane (Globe Radio 
Apparatus Works), Mr. H Rivers Moore; 
messrooms, London Aerodrome, the Grahame- 
White Aviation Compsny; caretaker’s rooms, 
London Aerodrome, the hame-White Aviation 
Company; two houses, Golder’s Green-road, Mr. 
E, Wright; eichty honses, Sinclair-grove, Hay- 
mills, Ltd. Messrs. E. vir Son_ trans- 
mitted engrossment of agreement varying the 
terms of agreement for the purchase of land for 


* See also our list of Competitions, Contracts, etc., 
on page 256, . 
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a hospital site. A resolution was passed that the 
agreement be signed, and that a cheque be drawn 
in payment of the amount of the Council’s share 
in respect of loss of rents in accordance with 
the terms of the agreement of May 31, 1915. 

Lanarkshire.—An application by the Middle 
and Lower Ward Committees of the Lanark C.C. 
and the Corporation of Rutherglen for the pur- 
pose of securing power to prepare town-planning 
schemes in Cambuslang, Burnside, and a part of 
the parish of Carmunnock, and in an area 
already lying in the burgh of Rutherglen, was 
the subject of an inquiry by the L.G.B. for 
Scotland at Glasgow recently. 

Linthwaite.—A plan of a warehouse at Man- 
chester-road, for Messrs. Geo. Cock, Ltd., has 
been approved by the U.D.C. : 

Oldbury and Langley.—A scheme has been 
formulated by Messrs. Accles & Pollock, Ltd., 
for the development upon garden city lines of 
the Basons-lane and Vicarage Farms Estate. 
Sanction has been secured to the immediate 
erection of sixty-four houses upon a section of 
the land, and plans of workmen’s cottages, as 
prepared by the Bournville officials, have now 
been definitely approved. ; 

Ossett.—Plans passed by the T.C. :—Dwelling- 
house in Runtlings-lane, for Mr. C. Hinchliffe; 
structure to carry a water tank at Manor , 
for Messrs. Tennant & Rodley; rebuilding of 
carbonising shed in Dalestreet, for Messrs. 
Langley Bros. ; 

Scotland:—Lord Provost Dunlop is about to 
inaugurate a fund for the establishment in the 
West of Scotland of a hospital for limbless 
sailors and soldiers. : 

Southend.—The following plans have been 
approved by the T.C. :—Bungalow, Scarborough- 
drive, Mr. E. L. Walmsley; two houses, North 
View-drive, Mr. T. Sloman; addition to bunga- 
low, Marguerite-drive, Mr. S. C. Arnold; con- 
version of shop into house, Park-street, Mr. 
F. P. Guiver; conversion of house into shop, 
399, London-road, Mr. F Bethley; motor 
house, ‘‘ Hillcrest,’ Cliffsea-grove, Mr. 
Rogers; scullery, ‘‘ Heston,’’ Cliffsea-grove, Mr, 

Watmough; bathroom, ‘‘ Sandown House, 
Branksome-road, Mr. H . Cook; bungalow, 
Lime-avenue, Leigh, Mr. S. C. Arnold; bunga- 
low, Cliffsea-grove, Mr. C. H, Bentley; motor 
garage and alterations, 33 and 35, High-street, 
and 3, Clarence-street, Mr. R. Arnold. The 
Rorough Surveyor has laid before the T.C. 
reports as to.the inquiries made by him affecting 
the various estates included within the area of 
the North-Western Town-Planuing Scheme, and 
also upon the question of preparing a town- 
planning scheme in respect of the remaining 
undeveloped portions of the borough. 

Staines.—A plan for a house in Dawley-road, 
Harlington, deposited by Messrs. F. & H. Wake- 
man, has been gpproved by the R.D.C, 

Stalybridge.—The Highways Committee has 
passed plans for a transformer house proposed 
to be erected by Goodbrand & Co., Ltd., 
Britannia Foundry, Clarence-street. 

Westcliff-on-Sea.—Town-planning schemes have 
been prepared for the various outlying parts of 
the town which have not yet heen developed. 

Yarmouth.—Plans approved by the T.C.:— 
House, Station-road, Southtown-road, for Mr. 
H. R. Middleton; motor shed, Belvidere-road, 
for Mr. Docwra; oil tank and shed, . .R, 
Goods Yard, Vauxhall Station, for the ‘ Shell 
Marketing Company, cottage and shed, Bure 
Bank, Runham, for the British Gaslight Com- 
pany; alterations to fishine premises, Nelson- 
road Central, for Messrs. Mitchell & Sons. 





NEW GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


War Office. 
Cable and Wire, Electric.—S. S. Abelson & 


‘Co., 28, Clerkenwell-road, E.C.; British Insu- 


lated and Helsby Cables, Ltd., Helsby, near 
Warrington; Connolly Bros., Ltd., Blackley, 
Manchester; W. T. Henley’s Telegraph Works 
Company, Ltd., North Woolwich, E.; Hooper’s 
Telegraph and India Rubber Works, Ltd., 31, 
Lombard-street, E.C.; India Rubber, Gutta 
Percha and Telegraph Works Company, Ltd., 
Silvertown, E.; Johnson & Phillips, Ltd., 
Charlton, S.E.; St. Helen’s Cable and Rubber 
Company, Ltd., Bank Quay, Warrington; 
Siemens Bros. & Co., Ltd., Woolwich, 8.E. 

Cranes.—Butters Bros. & Co., Ltd., Glas- 
gow; Grafton & Co., Vulean Works, Bedford; 
Ransomes & Rapier, Ltd., Ipswich; J. H. 
Wilson & Co., Ltd., Dock-road, Birkenhead. 

Engines, Oil.—Petters, Ltd., Victoria-street, 
Bristol. 

Granite Setts—J. Mowlem & Co., Litd., 
Grosvenor Wharf, Westminster, S.W. 

Plant, Acetylene, Welding, etc.—Imperial 
Light, Ltd., New-road, Battersea, S.W. 

Sheets, Corrugated, Iron and Steel.—J. 
Summers & Sons. Ltd., Hawarden Bridge 
Works, Shotton, Chester. 

Steel, Constructional.—Earl of _Dudley’s 
Round Oak Works, Ltd.. Brierley Hill; 
Frodingham Iron and Steel Company, Ltd., 
Scunthorpe. 

Tanks.—T. Fildes, Thornton-street, Colly- 
hurst, Manchester. 

Tools (Term Contract).—Peacock Bros., 318, 
Sheffield-road, Tinsley, Sheffield. 


(MARCH 31, 1916. 


GENERAL BUILDING NEws, 


NEW IOST OFFICE, BUCKIE. 

Buckie’s new Post Office, which is situated on 
the south side of East Church-street, was opened 
for business a few days ago. On entering the 
front door one approaches a roomy office. The 
floor outside the counter is laid with tiles, while 
behind the counter the floor is of wooden blocks, 
The postmaster’s room is situated about the 
centre of the building. At the rear is the sort. 
ing office, which is the largest room in the 
building. Adjoining the sorting office ig 
store-room. Near by are the retiring-rooms 
for male clerks and postmen. The Post Office 
is heated throughout with hot water radiators, 
At the rear of the building is a courtyard and 
several outhouses. Messrs. Sutherland & George, 
Aberdeen, were the architects, and the contractors 
were :—Masons—Messrs. ‘Alex. Milne & Son, 
Buckie ; slaters and plumbers, Messrs J. Barclay 
& Son; joiners, Messrs. Geddes & Sons, 
Portessie; painters and glaziers, Messrs, J, 
Kintrae & Son, Elgin; plasterers, Messrs, 
Rodger & Baxter, Aberdeen. 


TRADE NEWS. 
Boyle’s latest patent ‘ air-pump ”’ ventilators 
have been applied to the Council Schools, 
Resolven, Neath, Glam. 


We have been informed that some elevator 
pits situated at Aberdeen have been made 
watertight with Pudloed cement concrete. 


The Langley Silk Mills, Macclesfield, are 
being supplied with Shorland’s patent exhaust 
roof ventilators by Messrs. E. H. Shorland 
& Brother, Ltd., of Failsworth, Manchester. 


Messrs. Alfred Goslett & Co., Ltd., announce 
a dividend of 8 per cent. on Ordinary and 
Participating Preference Shares, £1,500 to 
reserve and £3,810 forward, subject to income 
and excess profit taxes. 


Owing to the growth of his business, we are 
asked to state that Mr.. Ernest Ingram Hill, 
advertising agent, has now removed from 
Stanton-road to more convenient offices at 
2, The Broadway, Wimbledon, 8.W. 





WAGES IN THE BUILDING 
TRADE. 


Derby.—At the recent annual meeting 
of the National Board of Conciliation for the 
Building Trades an appeal was heard from 
the carpenters and joiners of this district. The 
application was for an advance in wages, 
but at the outset a question arose as to the 
validity of the notice. The local rules provided 
that notice for an alteration must be given 
within the first week in November. The local 
operatives had handed in early in October 4 
request for an advance in wages and an altera- 
tion of the rule as to overtime, coupled with a 
request for a relaxation of the rule as to notice. 
The employers had refused the relaxation, 
and called attention to the fact that the rule 
as to notice had not been complied with. The 
operatives contended, however, that their 
request was in effect a notice as well as a request 
for relaxation of the rule as to notice, and the 
fact that it was given prior to the first week in 
November did not render it invalid. A long 
discussion ensued, and eventually the following 
motion was agreed to and became the decision 
of the Board :—‘‘ That, though this Board is 
of opinion that notice ought to have been given 
in the first week in November, it recommends 
the Derby builders to grant an advance of 44. 
per hour on May 1 to the carpenters and 
joiners, and that all other matters be with- 
drawn.” 

Exeter.—An appeal from the carpenters 
and joiners of this district for an advance of 
wages of 4d. per hour was heard at the annual 
meeting of the National Board of Conciliation 
for the Building Trades, held in London on 
March 13. For the operatives Messrs. Williams, 
Langmead, and Jefferies in their evidence 
stated the demand was based upon the increased 
cost of living. The existing rate was 8d. per 
hour, and the last increase, - in 1914, was the 
first in seventeen years. For the employer 
Mr. Westcott appeared, supported by Mr. Soper, 
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and urged that there was little work going on 
in Exeter save in one or two cases, where war 
work is in progress ; competition was very keen 
from surrounding lower-paid districts; the 


"employers were sympathetic, but wanted the 


operatives to wait until the war is over. After 
considering the evidence the Board decided — 
“That the wages of Exeter carpenters and 
joiners be increased from 8d. to 8}d. per hour 
as from next pay day.” : 

London.—At the recent annual meeting 
of the National Board of Conciliation for the 
Building Trades an appeal was considered 
from the carpenters and joiners and bricklayers 
of London for an interpretation of the overtime 
rule contained in the working-rule agreements 
in force between these unions and the London 
Master Builders’ Association when applied 
to the question of ante-time (viz., time worked 
rior to starting time in the morning). Mr. 
Stennett, for the 9 pn traced the history 
of this question, which he contended showed that 
the practice for many years had been to pay 
for ante-time at double rate, but that latterly 
a contention had arisen that the rule did not 
mean that double time should be paid for ante- 
time, but only time and a quarter. Mr. Adams 
supported the contention. Mr. Renshaw replied 
for the respondents, citing precedents which 
he contended supported the contention of the 
employers that the overtime rule did not mean 
that time worked prior to starting time next 
morning was to be paid for at double time rate, 
but at time and a quarter, and said rules with 
the labourers and machinists actually so pro- 
vided. After considering the evidence, the 
Board decided :—‘‘ That this Board is of opinion 
that the rules agreed upon between the 
carpenters and joiners, the operative bricklayers, 
and the L.M.B.A. imply that ante-time should 
be paid for as double time.” In the case of a 
further appeal by the Operative bricklayers 
for an interpretation of how far, if at all, the 
tule in the working-rule agreement bearing on 
the settlement of disputes became inoperative 
in consequence of both parties having joined 
the National Conciliation Scheme, wherein the 
contention of the operatives was that the 
tule thereby became inoperative, and the 
contention of the employers was that it did not, 
the decision of the Board was that the rule in 
question remains in force, and that all differ- 
ences in London must follow the course of 
— laid down in the National Conciliation 

ules, 

Worcester.—An appeal by the operative 
carpenters and __ joiners, bricklayers, and 
labourers of this district was heard at the recent 
annual meeting of the National Board of 
Conciliation for the Building Trades. The 
application was for an advance of wages of ld. 
per hour on the existing rates of 9d, per hour 
for carpenters and joiners and _bricklayers, 
and 6d, per hour for labourers. For the 
appellants Messrs. Blount, Manning, Collyer, 
and Spares said that the demand was based 
upon the increased cost of living. Trade was 
good, but no munition work was going on. In 
sixteen years they had only had two advances 
of a 4d. per hour; the last was two years ago. 
For the respondents Mr. J. Stokes said the 
employers were sympathetic to the demand, but 
the building trade was a dwindling one in 

oreester. The alleged scarcity of labour was 

ue to migration to munition areas. Messrs, 
elps and Spicer supported, and drew atten- 
tion to the low rates prevailing in neighbouring 
districts, The Board, having considered the 
evidence, the following motion was agreed to 
and became the decision of the Board :—“ That 
an advance of 4d. per hour be granted to the 
4ppellant operatives as from April 1.” 


ce ee on 


IPSWICH MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting of the Ipswich Master 
Builders Association was held recently. .Mr. 
Charles Green, President, was in the chair, 
supported by the master builders of the town. 
: Charles Green was re-elected President for 

€ ensuing year, Mr. Robert Catchpole Vice- 

esident, and Mr. Charles Borrett Treasurer 
and Secretary, i i 


Bird, It was decided not to hold the annual 
Inner this year on account of the unsettled 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in 
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; The. mason’s rate given is fot bankers < 
.* War bonus of 2s, per week granted, 


fixers usually $d. per hour extra. 
t War Lonus of 3s. per week granted, 


the principal towns of England and 
e accuracy, we cannot be responsible 


Wales. It must be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensur 
for errors that may occur :— 
] Nl »| Brick- |  Plas- 
: Car- " . Masons’ | j-uck, | , 
— | Masons, | penters, etl Slaters, | —_ (Painters. La- | Jay agli a 
| Joiners, | bourers. | bourers. | bourers, 
d oS: ) a) ee qj | @ d. d. d. d, 
Aberdare ......., — Fr Fg | 6} 6 
Accrington .....: 9 9 9} 6} 6 6 
Altrincham ...... 8} 10 8 64 7 7 
Ashton-under-Lyne | 9 10 9 6 6 7 
Barnsley ......., | 9 0} | 8} 7 7 7 
Barrow-in-Furness . 9} 9} 9} 7 7 7 
MT Ga dec ty. — 9 | 8} 64 64 64 
i besidgen 4. 7} 8 7 6 6 6 
oe ane Le | 8 3) 6 54 54 6 
Birkenhead ...... il | ae 9 7 7 7 
Birmingham ..._ 10} 11} 9 8} 8} 8 
Bishop Auckland . . 10 9 | 7 6 6 6 
Blackburn ...,.. 94 10 9 64 74 7 
Blackpool ...... 8} 9% | 8 6 6 6 
ees 10 10 oI 6-7 7 7 
Bournemouth .,._ 8 9 85 6 6 6 
Bradford kbd we 10 10 8+ 7 7 7 
Bridgwater ...... 6} 6} 6 4 4 k 
Brighton ........ — 8 7 6 6 6 
eet _— 10 9} 8 8 8 
Burnley:’......... 8 of 9 7 7 7 
Burton-on-Trent ‘ 9 9 at 6} 6 of 
Se Seee 9} 10 Q 7 | 7 7 
Cambridge .... |’ 94 9} 74 6 6 6 
Canterbury .....: — 83-9 7 5 5 5 
eee 10} 10} 94 7} 7%} 7% 
* Chatham .......| 9 7+ 6 6 6 
Chelmsford ... ||" — 74 6} 5 5 64 
Cheltenham ..... | — 8} 8 6 6 6 
CRO eos. 30k. 9} 9} af 6 7 6 
Chesterfield .... |’ 9 8} 8} 5 5} 5 
Colchester .... || 8 9 5 54 5 
Coventry ......_° 9} 11 10 84 8 9 
NS ie 8 x 7} 53 st 6 
Darlington .. | °° 10 9} 8} 7 7 7 
Bae eae 9 9 8 6} 6} 7 
Doncaster |... |! 9} 9 8 6} 6} 7 
Dudley .........- 8} s 7} 6} 64 6 
Durham ......_| 10 9 8} 6 6 6 
East Glam and ? 9 7 7 7 
Mon. Valleys... . § fil 7 
on ae 74 74 7 54 54 5 
Folkestone ....|° 8} 8} 7-7} 64 64 6 
Gloucester .... |! 8 8} 8 5} 5} 5 
Grantham ...._ 73-8 7 64 5 5 5 
See — 9} 8} 7 7 7 
Grimsby ...... "| 9 re) 8} 7 7 8 
Great Yarmouth ._| 8 8 6} 5 5 — 
Sa 9 9 8} 7 7 7 
Harrogate ...... |” 8 94 8} 6} 6} 64 
Hartlepools 10 10 9 74 7+ 8 
Hastings ...... °° 8 8 7 64 5+ 64 
Hereford ......|- 8 7 7 5 5 5 
Huddersfield 10 9 8} 7 7 si 
I all... bisa tohkae 10 10 9 . 8 s 
cs, PORTERS 9 8 7 5 5 | 5 
Lancaster... || 9 ; 9 6 ef | of 
Leamington Spa 9 8 6 ai 6 
on ae Tete cates 10 8} 7} 7 | 8 
Leicester ........ 11 9 8 8 8 
ee 8} 8 6 53 af 
Liverpool ...... || 10} 9} 7 7 7 
Lianelly ....:..- 9 8 54 54 54 
MONS 6556... = 4 + +1 : 
Loughborough 9 7 5 5 6 
aie 9 7 ef 6 6 
Maidstone ..,. 9 s 6 6 6 
Manchester,,.. . | 10 9} 74 7 7t 
Mansfield |... |’ _- 8 6 6 _— 
Merthyr Tydfil 8} 8 6} 6} 64 
Middlesbrough |" 10 8} 74 74 8 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, 10 9} 7} 7 7 
Newport, Mon. Pace 8 9 7 7 7 
Northampton... . |’ 8 8 6 6 6 
oo. ., RES. 8 7} 6 6 6 
Nottingham . 94 84 8} 9 
Oldham .,..../° °° ® t : ; ; 
Onterd 5 o5... 0. 8 6 6} 6 
Plymouth .... |: 9 64° 64° 6 
Pontypridd .... |’ 9 6 6 64° 
Portsmouth ; 7 7 7 
eee 10 t f 6 7 7t 
Reading ........ $ 6 6 6 
Rochdale .... || 10} i 7 7 7 
Rochester... || 8 4 4 : 
| eee : : : 
St. Albans ..... | 64 6 64 
St. Helens ...... |. ? 4 St : 
Scarborough .... |” z i ; 
Sheffield ........ 10} it 7t | 7 
Shrewsbury 8} 5 5 5 
Southampton .._” 8} 64 64 63 
Southend-on-Sea . | 9 P’cework 6 6 6 
Southport ...... 10 94 64 7 7 
South Shields . || 11 7? 7% 7 
Stockport .... °° 11 6 7 7 
Stockton-on-Tees . 10 7 74 8 
Stoke-on-Trent 9 6 6 _— 
Ln, ES 74 5 5 5 
Sunderland ....._ 11 7 7t 7} 
NS os oc 9} 6 63 6 
Taunton ........ 7 44 44 if 
Torquay ........ x 6 6 6 
Wakefield ...... 9 7 7 7 
ee 9 | 6 6+ | 6 
Warrington .. 8} 6} 6 6} 
West Bromwich 10 —_ 7 7 . 
RRR agi 10 9 7 7 7 
Lu Pere 9 9 - 6 a  . S 
Wolverhampton 9 $ 8 7 | 7+ 7+ 
orcester ...... 9} 9} 9 9 6h | 63 65 
TOM 05 ..c, <5. 9} 3 | 9 % | 9 74 ; 
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List of Competitions, Contracts, etc. 


For some contracts still open, but not included in this List, see previous issues. 


advertised in this number: 


Competitions, —; Contracts, iv.; Public Appointments, —; Auction Sales, xviii. 


Those with an asterisk (*) are 
Certain 


conditions beyond those given in the following information are imposed in some cases, such as: the advertisers do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender; that a fair wages clause shall be observed; that no. allowance will be made 
for tenders; and that deposits are returned on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to the contrary. 


The date given at the commencement of each paragraph is the latest date when the tender, or the names of those Willing 


to submit tenders, may be sent in. 


*,* It must be understood that the following paragraphs are printed as news, and not as advertisements; and that while every 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 





Contracts. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


The date given at the commencement of each 
paragraph is the latest date when the tender, or 
the names of those willing to submit tenders, 
may be sent in. 


Marcu 31.— Bangour.-- AMBULANCE SHED.— 
The Edinburgh District Board of Control invite 
teriders for the erection of umbulance_ shed at 
Railway Station, Edinburgh War Hospital 
Bangour. Relative schedules may, be obtained 
and plan seen at the Clerk of orks’ Office, 
Bangour. Schedules may also be obtained from 
the Subscriber. 


Apri. 1, — Stratford-on-Avon.—ALTERATIONS, 
Etc.—The Stratford-on-Avon and Midland Junc- 
tion Railway Company invite tenders for altera- 
tions and additions to present offices. Names to 
the architects, Messrs. Knight & MHebery, 
5, Rother-street, Stratford-on-Avon. 


Apri, 3,—Bradford.-—GaraGe, £tTc.—Erection 
of garage and petrol store at Dumb Mill, 
Frizinghall, for the Corporation. Forms of 
tender, etc., of the City Architect, Town Hall, 
Bradford. 

Apri, 3. — Cowes. — ALTERATIONS, — Messrs. 
Timothy White Co., Ltd., invite tenders for 
alterations to their premises, 18, High-street, 





Cowes, Plans, ets., can be obtained on the 
premises. Deposit, 5s. 
Aprit 4.—Chippenham.—Repairs, eEtTc.—The 


Small Holdings and Allotments Committee of the 
Wilts C.C. invite tenders for repairs, etc., at 
Curricombe Farm, West Tyrherton, Chippen- 
ham. Specifications, etc., of Mr. George 
Powell, County Surveyor, County Surveyor’s 
Office, Trowbridge. 

Apri, 5.—Tonypandy.—ALTERATIONS, ETC.— 
For alterations, etc., to Nos. 62 and 63, Dun- 
raven-street, Tonypandy. Plans, etc., of Mr. 

Ivor Evans, architect, Tonypandy. 


Apri, 7.—London.—PaintTING, ETC.—Painting 
and repairs to iron and other fences at Totten- 
ham cemetery, for the Tottenham and Wood 
Green Burial Board. Form of contract, etc., of 
the architect, Mr. J. C. S. Mummery, 13, Fitzroy- 
square, W 

Apri, 7.—Pontefract.—ResvitpInc.—For the 
polin down and rebuilding of the Pine Apple 

nn, Pontefract, for Messrs. Carter’s Brewery 
Company. Ltd., Knottingley. Particulars of Mr. 
ab Tennant, architect and surveyor, Ponte 
ract. 


* AprRIL 13.—Highgate WHill.—WaALLiInae AND 
Doorways.—The Guardians of St. Mary, Isling- 
ton, invite tenders for erecting walling and 
forming doorways in the basement of C block 
at Infirmary, Highgate Hill, N. 


No Date.—Bradford.—PaintinG.—-For paint- 
ing fourteen licensed houses and cottages 
adjoining (one or any number may tendered 
for). Particulars of Messrs. Waller & Son, Ltd., 
Upper Millergate, Bradford. 


No Darte.—Glangevlin (Co. Cavan).—Im- 
PROVEMENTS.—For improvements to St. Patrick’s 
Church, Glangevlin, Co. Cavan, for Rev. P. 
McGriskin, P.P. Plens and specifications can 
be seen at the Parochial House, Glangevlin, or 
at the offices of Mr. J. J. McDonnell, F.R.I.A.1., 
27, Chichester-street, Belfast. 

No Date.—Irvine.—ExtTeNnsion To Pier.—For 
labour only for extension to pier at Ailsa Craig. 
ee etc., at 124, Harbour-street, 
rvine. 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 
Apr. 3.—Bolton.—Materiats.—Supply to the 


Guardians of plumbers’ and joiners’ require- 
ments, paint, etc. Form of tender, etc., on 


application at the Poor Law Offices. 


Apri, 3.—Rosslynlee.—PLumBERs’ MarTeRIALs, 
ETC.—Supply to the idlothian and Peebles 
District Asylum, Rosslynlee, for six months of 
plumbers’ material, etc. Forms of tender of the 
Clerk and Treasurer, 19, Heriot-row, Edinburgh. 


ApriIL_3.—Teddington.—MareRiaLs.—Supply to 
the U.D.C., for the year ending March 31, 1917, 
of builders’ materials. Forms of tender of Mr. 
Marshall Hainsworth, Surveyor to the Council. 
Council Offices, Teddington. 


Abrit_10.—Upholland.—MareriaLs.—Supply to 
the U.D.C. of builders’ materials for the year 
ending March 31, 1917. Forms of tender, etc., 
from the Surveyor, Council Offices, Upholland. 


APRIL 12. — Lanark. — O11s.—Supply to the 
District Committee of the Middle Ward of the 
County of Lanark of oils, grease, etc., for their 
Dunduff Quarry, near_ Blackwood. Forms of 
specification from the Subscriber. 


ENGINEERING, IRON, AND STEEL. 


APRIL 1.—Manchester.—HypravLic VALVEsS.— 
Supply to the Waterworks Committee of 
hydraulic valves, manhole frames, firecock boxes, 
etc. Particulars of the Secretary, Waterworks 
Offices, Town Hall, Manchester. 


ApRiL 3.—Marykirk.—RenewaL oF VIADUCT, 
ETC.—'‘I'he Directors of the Caledonian Railway 
Company invite tenders for the removal of the 
existing cast-iron superstructure of the viaduct 
carrying the company’s main lines over the River 
North Esk, near Marykirk, and in construction 
of a new steelwork superstructure, the supply, 
delivery, and erection_of about 900 tons of 
wrought steelwork. Drawings, etc., of the 
Comrany’s Engineer, Buchanan-street Station, 
Glasgow. Deposit, £2 2s. 


Apri, 3. — Salford.—Founpations.—Concrete 
foundations for 5,000 k.w. turbo alternator for 
the Electricity Department. Particulars from 
the Borough Electrical Engineer, Electricity 
Works, Frederick-road, Salford. 


AprIL 5.—Rochdale.—TuBeEs aND FITTINGS, ETC. 
—Supply to the Gas and Electricity Committee 
of woonane tenn tubes and fittings, cast-iron 
pipes and specials, No. 8 steel charging shovels 
(Parkes), bar and sheet iron, ralvanised iron 
buckets, 12 in., 84 lb. per doz., engine, cylinder, 
and gas engine oils. Forms of tender of Mr. 
T. Banbury Ball, Manager, the Gas Works, 
Dane-street. 


AprRIL 6.—Dublin.—Etectric LieHtTinc.—The 
Housing Committee of the Corporation invite 
tenders for the electric lightin of (1) Reresford- 
street and Church-street Dwellings; (2) Trinity 
Ward Dwellings. EpeciGontions. etc., at_ the 
office of the City Electrical Engineer, Fleet- 
street, Dublin. Deposit, 10s. 6d. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


Marcu 31.—Cannock.—GranitTe, eETc.—Supply 
to the U.D.C. for twelve months of granite, blast 
furnace slag, tarred blast furnace slag, kerb and 
setts, oe ee and gullies. Forms of 
tender, etc., of Mr. Robt. Blanchard, Engineer 


and Surveyor, Council Offices, Cannock. 


Marcu 31.—Faversham (Kent).—GranirTe.— 
Supply to the Corporation of about 1,300 tons of 
ranit? broken to a 2-in. gauge. Mr. Guy 
assell, Town Clerk, 20, West-street, Faversham. 


Apri, 1.—Moulton.—Broxen Granite.—Sunpl » 
to the R.D.C. of about 500 tons of 1{-in. to 2-in 
gauge best broken granite. Tender forms from 

r. T. H. Brown. Acting Clerk to the Counci.. 
Deva Chambers, Newmarket. 


Apri, 1.—Patrington.—Srone.—Supply to the 
R.D.C. of stone for use on the highways for the 
year ending March 31, 1917. Tender forme, etc., 
of Mr. - Snaith, District Surveyor, 
Patrington, Hull. 


‘Those with an asterisk (*) are advertised in this issue. } 


APRIL 1.— Ramsey (Hunts). — Marermt, — 
Supply to the U.D.C. of road material. Mr. 
Richard. F. Serjeant, Clerk to the Council, 
Ramsey, Huntingdonshire. 


APRIL 1. — Stratford-on-Avon. — Sewace 
ScHEME, ETC.—The Stratford-on-Avon and Mid- 
land Junction Railway Company invite tenders 
for sewerage scheme in cast-iron and earthen- 
ware pipes, manholes, etc., a.1d water scheme, 
3-in. cast-iron and #j-in. lead piping, including 
hydrant meters, etc. Names to the architects, 

essrs. Knight & MHebery, 5, Rother-street,. 
Stratford-on-Avon. 


ApRIL_3.—Normanton.—MateRiALs.—Supply to 
the U.D.C. of road materials for twelve months. 
Specifications, etc., from the Surveyor, Council 
Offices, Normanton. 


APRIL _3.—Romford.— GRANITE, ETC.—Supply to 
the U.D.C. of broken granite, clean granite 
chippings, distilled tar, etc. Forms of tender of 
the Surveyor, Council Offices, Market-place, 
Romford. 


Apri: 3.—Sunbury-on-Thames.—GRanIrTE, ETC. 
—Supply to the U.D.C, of granite, tarmacadam, 
and flints. Particulars of Mr. Harold F. Coales, 
A.M. Inst.C.E., Surveyor to the Council, Council 
Offices, Sunbury-on-Thames. 


APRIL 3.—Tenterden.—GRANITE, ETC.—Supply 
to the R.D.C. of granite or other approved 
macadam, Kentish ragstone, etc. Forms of 
tender of Mr. W. L. C. Turner, District Sur- 
veyor, Tenterden. 


Apri, 4.—Maldon.—MareriaL.—Supp!, to the 
T.C. of road material. Specification, etc., of Mr. 
T. R. Swales, M.Inst.C.E.I., Borough Surveyor, 
Municipal Offices, Maldon. 


Apri, 5.—Stanley.—Wuinsrone, eEtTc.—Supply 


to the of whinstone and limestone 
macadam, broken slag and slag chippings- 
Forms of tender,-etc.. of the Surveyor, Mr. 
Routledge, Council Offices, Stanley, 8.0. 


Apri. 6.—Caistor.—Tar.—Supply to the R.D.C. 
of about 8,000 to 10,000 gallons of_ refined or 
distilled tar. Schedules, etc.. of Mr. A. A. 
Padley, Clerk to the Council, Council Offices, 
Caistor, Lincs. 


Apri, 10.—Pocklington.—Sronr.—Supply to 
the R.D.C. of best blue stone and slag. Forms 
of tender, etc., of Mr. Arthur J. Oliver, Clerk, 
Pocklington. 


ApRIL 13.—Lhinlithgow.—Tar MacapaM.—For 
laying about three miles of the Cramond Bridge 
road with tar macadam for the C.C. Form of 
tender, etc.. of Mr. A. M. Smith, County Road 
Office, Linlithgow. 


Fiuction Sales. 


* AprRIL 4.—Willesden Green.—Messrs. J. . 
Skelding & Co. will sell by aziction, on the 
premises, the stock, plant, and machinery of @ 
builder and decorator. 


* Apri, 6.—Surrey.—Mr. H. W, Smith \ 
sell by auction, on the premises, the stock 0 t 
general and furnishing ironmonger and the stoc 
and plant of a. builder and decorator. 


* AprRIL 10.—Strode.—Messrs. Kidwell & Son 
will sell by, auction, at Commercial-road, 
quantity of timber. 


* APRIL 18. — Deptford. — Messrs. Fuller, 
Horsey, Sons, & Casvell will sel] by auction ba 
the premises a 10-h.p. traction engine 40 
trailers. und 
* Apri, 18. — Deptford. — Messrs. Fulel 
Horsey, Sons, & Caseell will seli by auction 
the premises the plant of a road-paving 
tractor. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS. 


MARCH 31, 





[owing to the exceptional ciroumstances which 
1 at the present time, prices of materials 
should be confirmed, by Inquiry.] 


Since our last issue oils have been reduced ; 
several other prices increased,—ED. 


*,* Our aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity wee affect prices 
—a fact which should be remembered by those who 
make use of this information. 


BRICKS, &c. 


Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames. £s. 
Best StOCKS ... es cesececececereetencecees 2 
Picked Stocks for Facings .........+-+.++ ewee 

Per 1,000, Delivered at Railway Depot, London. 

a & £ 4. 
110 O Best Blue Pressed 

Staffordshire... 5 0 

12 0 Do. Bullnose .. 5 5 

415 


turps and 


& 


Flettons 
a A Fareham 


pat Red Pressed 
Ruabon Facing 5 5 O 

GLAZED BRICKS— 

Best White, 
Ivory, and 
Salt Glazed 
Stretchers 


Best: Stourbridge 
Fire Bricks .. 


— 
w 
~ 

oo 


om DR ADR o oo 


D’ble_ Str’tch’rs 18 17 
Double Headers 15 17 
One Side and 
two Ends .... 19 17 
Headers Two Sides and 
Quoins, Bullnose one End . 2017 
and 44 in. Splays and 
Flate ...... 1617 6 Squints .... 18 
Second Quality £1 per 1,000 Jess than best. 
8. 
Thames Ballast ........ Z 9 per yard, delivered. 
Thames and Pit Sand . 3. oe e ms 


Best Washed Sand ...... 9 ae ni 
Per ton, delivered. 

a as 4-0. 4 

Best Portland Cement ........ Si ere & %.. 


Do. £2 1s. alongside in 80-ton lots. 
Ferrocrete 2s, 6d. per ton extra on above. 
Best Ground Blue Lias Lime.... 1 5 6 at rly. depot. 
Norg.—The cement or lime is exclusive of the ‘ordinary 
charge for sacks. 
Grey Stone Lime 18s, Od. per yard delivered. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 30s. Od. per ton at rly. dpt. 


STONE. 


Bath STONE — delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube ........ » F 


Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, L. & S.W.R., per ft. cube............+- 1 8} 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons at Nine Elms 


ED Sc ccndanseidgt ean’ eon fete eeune sos 1 9} 
PORTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Westbourne Park, G.W.R., South Lambeth, 

G.W.R., or Nine Elms, or L. & 8.W.R. per ft. 
SO 5. css vuseaeeesnnnsades as sassonss 2 5 


Do. do. delivered on road waggons at Pimlico 
Wharf or Nine Elms Depét, per ft. cube .. 2 64 
White Basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
RanDomM BLocKS—Per mer Cube, delivered at Rly. Depot. 


Ancasterin blocks .. 2 0 Closeburn 
Beerin blocks .... 1 7} Freestone 
Grinshill in blocks 2 4 Redand White Mans- 
Darley Dale in field Random block 2 
er 5 Yellow Magnesian 
Limestone do. do. 3 3 
York STONE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Per Ft. Cube, Delivered at Railway Depéot. s 4, 
Scappled random blocks 3.4 
Per Ft. Super., Delivered at Railway Depot. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
POTS). .cccevdenseaheowinesas arent 5 

*6 in. rubbed two sides ditto, ditto ............ 2 8 
3 in, sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs (random sizes).. 0 8 
1} in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto 0 6 
Harp YorKk— 

Per Ft. Cube, Delivered at Railway Depot. 
Scappled random blocks 

Per Ft. Super, Delivered at Railway Depot. 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40 ft. 


to 


© 


to 


Mn?  ssessapessnmebabhedeehekecetionee 23 

6 in. rubbed two sides ditto ..............000- > ¥ 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ...... 1 0 
2 in, self-faced random flags ..........eeeeeees 0 5 
Per 1,000 

TILES. f.0.r. London. 

Best. machine-made tiles or hand-made sand- 

faced tiles from either Broseley or £ 8. d. 
Staffordshire district ..........eeeeeee. 212 6 
ee IEE 215 0 
Hip and valley tiles (per dozen) ............ 0 5 6 


Per 1,000 of 1,200 


SLATES. f.o.r. ~~, 
a. & 
Fan Bite Bs por orm SG ae 1116 0 
qua. : a one 1110 0O 
aS ee 515 0 
Beit'btoe Portmstoe, by ai beoctesed 1113 6 
ay » | | * CMM eeiecnad Mae 11 3 6 
” ” 16 bys : ins oth vowe'eu 515 0 
WOOD. 
Timber prices —_ be confirmed, as the market is 
changing daily. 
BEst BUILDING REDWOOD. j 
Imported sizes, Per standard. 
: 4 in. by 12 in., oe, 8 «4 & £s. d. 
by 11 in., 3 in, by ‘ll in., 
: &. by ‘9 in., and 2 in. 
eee &. ..éctecceue - 33810 0 3410 0 


° 
oof 


THE BUILDER. 


WOOD (Continued). 





Pest Buiitpine BEDWwooD. Per standard. 
3 in, by 9 in., 2} in. by 9 in., 
and 2 in. by OM «scene $210 0 .. 3310 0 
Battens : 2 in. 2} in., and 3 in. | 
by 8 im, .....--ee eens 
2 * 2} in., and 3 in, by 
Ng thereat a cputea 
2 in 3 in., and 8 in. by 
2 4 "2h in., and 3 in. by +31 10 0 $2 10 0 
“se Raat er anata 
Scantlings : 2 in. by 38 in, 
2 in. by 3} in., 2 in. by 
4in., 2 in. by 4) ere 
3 in. by 4 in., and 3 in. by 
rs eee J 
Boards : i in., 1} in., and 
1} in. by 6in. and 7 in. 010 0) more than 
>} eS eee ree 1 0 OS battens. 

Seconds: building quality 

deals, battens, boards, 

and scantlings ........ 1 O O less than best. 
Best Middling Dantzic and 

Memel Fir Timber Logs Per load of 50 ft. cube. 

(average specification)... 10 0 0 .. 

Seconds do. do. ‘ 910 0 _ 
9in.tol10in. do. ...... = 0 _ 
6in.to8in. do. ...... 0 ~ 

Stocks very limited. 
Sawn pitch pine logs (about Per load. 
35 cu. ft. average) ...... o..6 .. .2b18 & 
Do. Sse ek on 8 OO ee eS SD 
Sawn Swedish Balks 4 in. by 
4in.to6in.by7in..... 610 0 .. 70 0 
Per standard. 
Best Pitch Pine Deals ...... %#.4 3 . @ 0 
Under 2 in, thick .......... 010 0 extra. 
JOINERS’ WOOD. 
White Sea First Quality Red : 
S &, dy 1h Ms... veosx 39 0 0 40 0 0 
3 in. by 11 in. and 2 in, 
oe 2 ere oe 38 0 0 39 0 O 
4in. by 9 in, ..........-- 37 0 O 38 0 0 
3 in. a 9 in. and 2} in. 
OO Ok ou bebens odes 36 0 0 FFs 0 
9 in, by liin. boards 10 0 more than 
deals. 
7 in. and 8 in. battens .... 33 0 0 34 0 
7 in. and 8 in, boards 100 more than 
battens. 
Seconds quality .......... 2 0 O less than best. 
po re re £2 to £3 less than 
. seconds. 
Archangel White Deals— 
Best 3 in. by 9 in, and P 
10 in. and 11 in. ...... 36 00. 87 0 0 
Ce, GR sv ccwevsee 2 0 O less than best. 
ee SE ts av noae <a 900. 8 08 


Prepared Floorings and Matchings, Seconds Swedish 


Red and equal— 
a! ~ ‘tal 6} in. planed and 


Per square actual. 
lke 119 


ote rarimirg tbe so 0 
7’ = = 6} in. planed and. 
matched® .....c...0 116 6 119 6 
1 in. by 6} in. planed and 
CE ccccbvtaswnnv es 190 112 0 
1 in. by 6} in. planed and 
et ARR 2 112 6 
3 in. by 6} in. planed, 
matched and beaded, or . 
YT EE db 0s detec sdbe 140 160 
1 in. by 63 in. do. ...... 110 6 112 0 
§ in. by 63 in. do. ...... 100 110 
Columbian or Oregon Pine, Per standard. 
DENS CUNT fc cecccccsce 42 ss 44 0 
Yellow Pine—First, regular 
|r eer 57 0 0 upwards. 
ORRIN 0:6. 65 in cde ges ce 39 0 O i 
Seconds, regular sizes 43 10 0O i 
SD,” nwiie cdwivess 387 10 0 - 
— Pine—Planks per ft. je " 
Wainscot Oak Logs, per ft. 
Et ae arent St aa 0 106 012 6 
Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 
super., a8 inch........ 010 01 8 
in. do. no.. 0 010 010 
Dry Mahogany — Honduras, 
Tabasco, per ft. super., as 
FOO a 010 . 2's 
Selected, Figury, per ft. 
super., a8 inch ........ 01 6 03:3 6 
Cuba Mahogany ........ 01 6 0 2 6 
Dry Walnut, American, per upwards. 
super., as inch ide hie. en 010 01 8 
French, “‘ Italian,’”’ Walnut. 6 £4 01 6 
Teak, per load (Rangoon or 
PROUD. dcccessececs 28 0 0 34 0 0 
Do. do. (Java) ........ 25 0 0 27 0 0 
American Whitewood planks, 
per. GUBS ...ccescce 0 6 6 07 6 
METALS. 


JOISTS, GIRDERS, &c. 

In London or delivered 

Railway Vans, per ton. 

Rolled Steel Joists, ordinary R . 


sections, basis price 
Plain 
ordinary Sections .. 


Compound  Girders, 


evegve 22 0 


Plain Compound Stanchions.. 23 0 


Angles, Tees, and Channels, 


ordinary SONS 2. vwavee 20 10 
SS Ere 20 10 
Cast Iron Columns and 

Stanchions, plain ordinary 

POSTERS % Fo Sec ccqngouw'es 13 10 


© Turning extra. 








d 


0 
0 
0 
0 


0 


. 


£ gs. 
21 0 


0 
23 0 0 
2410 0 
2110 0 
2110 0 


1400 
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METALS (Continued). 
Per ton, in a ort 
Iron— 8. 
Common Bars ..........-. 
Staffordshire Crown Bars, 
good merchant quality .. 16 0 0 .. 17 0 
Staffordshire ** Marked Bars’’ 17 10 : er 
Mild Steel Bars ............ 18 0 D> 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete one, fis. basis / x 
Hoop Iron, basis price .... 0 
», Galvanised .... +4 0 9 ee 
‘(*And ew according to size and gauge.) 
Sheet Iron Black— 

Ordinary sizes to 20 g. . 1910 O 20 0 
24 20 10 0 21 0 


“ee 10 0°. 22 0 
Sheet iron, Galvanised flat, Solinite quality— 
Ordinary —, 6 ft. by 2 ft. 
Oo w _ 


16 6 0 .. — 


oc ooo 


coco 


to $ ft. to 20 g. ........ 
omy sizes to 22 g. and 
ae buen hide dah 0% | Bae — 
Ovary sizes to 26 g. 2°83 8 ws -- 
Sheet Iron, Galvanised, flat, best — 
Ordinary sizes to 20 g. .... 31 “ _ 
” ” 22 g. and 
DED Scnncsensascssadet mae © os _ 
Ordinary sizes to 26 g. .... 3410 O .. _ 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheets— 
comer sizes, 6 ft. to 8 ft. 
susdul aero asbtes 29 0 
Ondieery sizes, 22 g. & 24g. 29 10 
Ordinary sizes, 26 g. 30 0 
Best Soft Steel Shects, 6 “ft. 
by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. and 
GE anew tide dinede nike 6s 20 10 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 22 
RUNNIN ade cainsvi xe bn thot 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26 g. 22 10 ov _— 
Cut Nails, 3 in. to6in....... 21 0 0 2110 0 
(Under 8 in., usual trade extras.) 
Galvanised prices are nominal under the present 
exceptional conditions. 


LEAD, &c. 
Delivered in London, 
LEaAD—Sheet, English, 4 Ib, £ 8. d. 
and up 
Pipe in coils 
Soil pipe 
eee ° 
Note—Country delivery 20s. per ton extra ; 
5 cwt. 1s. per cwt. extra, 


ooo 


0 
2015 0 .. — 
0 


Lit 


lots under 


CopPpER— 
Strong Sheet ...... perlb, 0 1 5 _ 
Thin a Ananstias od tus ‘e 01 6 _ 
Copper nails ...... - O01 5& _ 
Copper wire ...... is 01 5 _" 
BrRass— 
Strong Sheet ...... o8 eS 2: ¢ _— 
era 90 01 4 _ 
Trv—English Ingots . - 0 110 -—- 
SoLDER—Plumbers’ ..__,, 0 O11 _ 
PE cesnenss o S me — 
BOONNENO  écedeons So 01 4 -- 
GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOCK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES. 


Per Ft. Per Ft 

15 oz. thirds ...... 5id. 32 oz. thirds ...... 8id. 

21 os. thirds ..co.. ola » fourths .... 74d. 

go SERINED cevecs 53d. Fluted Shect, 15 oz. ofa. 

26 oz. thirds ...... 7d. - 21 oz. 63d. 
» sourths...... 6}d. 

ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE IN CRATES OF STOCK 

SIZES. Per Ft. 

& Bete Be csc sces cae dba nade ces sae 4d. 

*; Rough rolled and rough cast plate ........ 44d. 

+ Rough rolled and rough cast plate ........ “fa: 


Figured Rolled, Oxford Rolled, Oceanic, Arctic 


Muffied, and Rolled Cathedral, white.. 5d. 

GI, TE, cab sc0 veserevesevebeseres 63d. 

ee TEE PU Sn odd tld octave te dowe es oe a: 

OILS, &c. £ sd. 

Raw Linseed Oil in pipes ...... per gallon 0 3 6 

- - » in barrels .... m 03 7 

” ” » in drums .... a 0 310 

Boiled _,, » in barrels .... os 038 9 

sep GED ..0 00 va 0441 

Turpentine in —— Seee eee nen - 042 

SNS sc ccces 04 5 

Genuine Ground English White Lead, per ton 53 0 O 
(In not — a 5 cwt. casks.) 

OE Ss GE soaccccsescwece perton 56 0 0 

Best eek Oil EL veseteee percwt. O11 O 

ee Se ree per barrel 112 0 


GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
“ Blackfriars,”’ ‘‘ Nine Elms,”’ “‘ Park,” and 
other best brands (in 14 Ib, tins), not less 


than 5 cwt. lots ...... per ton delivered 64 10 0 
Per gallon. 
VARNISHES, &c. Rage ¥ 
Dee Be PRED ches siicecedescesenee 08 0 
NE RIES EES 010 6 
Superfine Pale Elastic Oak ...............+. 012 6 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak .............. 010 0 
Su ne Hard-drying Oak, for seats of 
hurches SRE e be ds CoveeeePeccecssoes 014 6 
Fine Elastic Carriage ........cccccccccccecs 012 9 
Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage ............ 016 0 
GED on Sec cttebes ed chee desece 010 0 
Finest Pale Durable Copal ................ 018 6 
Extra Pale French Oil ............seeee00. :- 3. @ 
hell Flatting Varnish ................ 018 0 
vi PE boss secesedvoussogvene . 2 
Rs ances b0neen 600s 6680 012 0 
TEED 60 bene cn ccessvcosdvess 010 O 
ES EE ED, ho. 30.0.6 side c'ctéceObseesihs 016 0 
Oak and Mahogany Stain .............+00.+ 09 0 
i Mn + nebanc6sienseeessosagien 08 0 
PO CEES cone Ce secwknesdeespewoncke ‘oo O26 O 
ON RRS Fe Pr ae eee. = 010 O 
French and Brush Polish ................++ 0 10q%0 
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PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED.* 







































1 Regen 





4,886 of 1915.—Arthur Stephen Rogers: 
Clamping device for holding timber on a 
i carpenter’s bench or the like. 
5,176 of 1915.—Thomas West: Hangers for 
' casement windows. 
; 5,283 of 1915.—Joseph Carlier: Machine for 
making setts. 
; 5,419 of 1915.—Valentine 
f moulds. 
6,950 of 1915.—William Henry Smith and 
Edward George Knapman: Ladders. 
7,445 of 1915.—James Spelman: Concrete 
substructure caissons. 
8,960 of 1915.—Frederick John Turner: 
Casement hinges. 
9,281 of 1915.—William Dowdeswell : Device 
for locking together the blades of picks. 


—— 
I TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


NOTE.—AIl communications with respect to literary 
and artistic matters should be addressed to ‘* THE 
EDITOR” (and not to any person by name); those 
relating to advertisements and other exclusively business 
matters should be addressed to THE BUILDER LTD., 
and not to the Editor. 


All communications must be authenticated by the 
name and address of the sender, whether for publication 
or not. No notice can be taken of anonymous 
communications. 


The responsibility of signed articles, letters, and 
papers read at meetings rests, of course, with the authors, 





Wright: Brick 








We cannot undertake to return rejected communica- 
tions ; and the Editor cannot be responsible for drawings, 
photographs, manuscripts, or other documents, or for 
models or samples sent to or left at this office, unless 
he has specially asked for them. 


All drawings sent to or left at this office for considera- 
tion should bear the owner’s name and address on 
either the face or back of the drawing. Delay and 
inconvenience may result from inattention to this. 


{ Any commission to a contributor to write an article, 
f or to execute or lend a drawing for publication, is given 
subject to the approval of the article or drawing, when 
received, by the Editor, who retains the right to reject 
it if unsatisfactory. The reteipt by the author of a 
proof of an article in type does not necessarily imply its 
acceptance, 

N.B.—Illustrations of the First Premiated Design in 
any important architectural competition will always he 
accepted for publication bv the Editor, whether they 
have been formally asked for or not. 


2 ere ee IO EI oe noe 


“All these applications are in the stage in 
which opposition to the grant of Patents wpon 
them can be made. 











Austrian 


RUSSIAN and JAPANESE 


PRIME DRY O a k 


WAINSCOT 
SYDNEY PRIDAY, 


KING WILLIAM HOUSE, 2a, EASTCHEAP, LONDON, E.C. 
Depot: Wainscot Sheds, Millwall, E. T.N.: Avenue 667, 











THE BUILDER: 


TENDERS. 


Communications for insertiwn under this heading 
should be addressed to ‘‘ The Editor,”” and must reach 
us not later than 2 p.m. on Wednesday. [N.B.—We 
cannot publish Tenders unless the amount of the 
Tender is stated.] 


* Denotes accepted. + Denotes provisionally accepted. 


BOCKING.—For constructing a new sewer at 
Bocking, for the Rural District Council :— 
eR ES 8 haere eee £350 


GLASGOW.—Supplying air filters required in 
connection with new turbo-alternators, for the Port 
Dundas and . Andrew’s Cross Generating 
Stations, for the Electricity Committee :— 

Davidson & Co., Ltd. ........6..0..3. £562 





ds 

GLASGOW.—Supplying fans for cooling towers 

at St. Andrew’s Cross Station, for the Electricity 
Committee :— 

Matthews & Yates* 





WESTMINSTER.—Accepted by the Westminster 
City Council for the supply of the following 
materials :— 

Ballast and Sand.—H. Covington & Sons, Ltd.; 
H. Sabey & Co. 

Bricks.—J. Knowles & Co. (London), Ltd.; Young 
& Son. 

Carriageway Repairs (Macadam) (Trench Repairs 
only).—J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd. 

ew, Repairs (Granite Sett Pavement).— 
Bovis, d. 

Carriageway Repairs (Granite Sett Pavement), 
for Work Involving Excavation and Laying 
Concrete.—J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd. 

Cement and Lime.—Wakeley Bros. & Co., Lid.; 
Young & Son. 

Footway and Channel (Mason’s Work).—F. G. 
Brummell; J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd. 

Granite (Broken).—Rowe & Mitchell. 

Granite Setts, Kerb, and Channels.—A. & F. 
Manuelle. 

Painters’ Materials and Miscellaneous Oils.—F. 
How & Co.; Stern Sonneborn Oil Co., Ltd.; J. 
Tillyer & Co.; Vacuum Oil Co., Ltd. 

toneware Goods.—Doulton & Co., Ltd. 
Toneneaving Macadam Roads.—H. V. Smith & Co., 


J. J. ETRIDGE, J 


SLATE MERCHANTS. LTD. 











EXPERTS IN 


SLATING, 
TILING. 


AIR RAID REPAIRS. 





Telephone: Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write— 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 


BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON, E. 


[Marcu 31, 1916. 


STAINES.—Accepted by the Urban District 
Council for supplying granite, tarred ma 
and granite chippings from April 1, 1916, t% 
March 31, 1917. Mr. E. J. Barrett, A.M.Inst.C.8. 
Surveyor :— ; 


British Macadams, Ltd., Clee Hill granite, 14s. 9q. 
per ton; Enderby & Stoney Stanton Granite 
Company, Enderby granite chippings, 12s. 94. 
per ton; Johnston Bros., Granomac 19s. 3d. per 
ton, matrix 19s. 9d. é 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


“THE BUILDER” (Published Weekly) is oupplied DIREC? 
from the Office to residents in any part of the United Ki 
atthe prepaid rate of 19s. annum, 
3forning’s Post in London and its suburbs. 
To Canada, post-free, Zils. 8d. per annum; and to all parts of 
Europe, America, Australia, New Zealand, India, China, Ceylon, 


etc., 26s, per annum, 
HE BUILDER LTD.) should be 


Remittances (payable to T 
addressed w 4, erine-street,. Aldwych, London, W.C. 


delivery by 











‘AUSTRIAN 


and RIGA. 


FIRST-CLASS, MILD GRAINED, DRY 


wainscoT OAK. 


J. GLIKSTEN & SON, Ltd, 


Carpenters’ Road, Stratford, E. 
Telegrams : Telephone No, : 
\_ “austen, Strat, London.” Eastern 3771 (5 ie) 














Ham Hill Stone. 
Doulting Stone. 
Portiand Stone. 


The Ham Hill and Doulting Stone Co., Limited 


(incorporating the Ham Hill Stone Co. and C. Trask & Son, 
The Doulting Stone Co.). 


Norton, Stoke-under-Ham, Somerset. 
London Agent:—Mr. E. A. Williams, 
16, Craven-street, Strand. 





Asphalte.—The Seyssel and Metallic Lava 
Asphalte Co. (Mr. H. Glenn), Office, 42, Poultry, 
E.C.—The best and cheapest materials for damp 
courses, railway arches, warehouse floors, flat 
roofs, stables, cow-sheds and milk-rooms, gran- 
aries, tun-rooms, and terraces. Asphalte Con- 
tractors to Forth Bridge Co. T.N.2644Central. 





JOINERY, 


Of every description and in any kind of Wood. 


CHAS. E. ORFEUR, LTDo., 


Becmmeres COLNE BANK WORKS, 
On APPLICATION, COLCHESTER. 


Telephone: 0195. Telegrams: “ Orfeur, Colchester.” 


































ALSO AT DEPTFORD, 






LIVERPOOL, BRISTOL, FRED‘BRABY2.C? 


ee #7 
eo —— ~ - ~ ~ _ ~ -- _ Pee @ 
e c 
e|° ] 
ee ° 
e}*. ° 
e|* ° 
ej? ° 
- ele ° 
Se eg oe . 
S$: 
° 
a 
° 
® 








Chief Offices 352 to 364, EUSTON ROAD. LONDON, N.W. 











GLASGOW, FALKIRK, 
BELFAST, & DUBLIN. 
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MERCERS’ HALL, CHEAPSIDE: THE FRONT, 








1916. 
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MERCERS’ HALL, CHEAPSIDE THE NEW STAIRCASE. 
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“ SCALE OF AGET 
aD BUZDNGS a 


BUILT IN (878 — 
BUILT IN 190f —— 





(RONMONCER LANE 












DRAWING Poort 





SHOW ROOM OVER SHOP 


CHEAP SIDE 


MERCERS HALL AND OFFICES GROUND FZOOR. 


2 ¢ » 


FREDERICK'S PLACE 
5 FP OO bd x ¥ * 2 
SCALE OF FEET 





OLD BUILDINGS __. eR 
WZZZZA 


BUILT /N 076 
BUILT JN 1908 








SR 
ONMONCER 2 ANE 


Ytway 





VESTIBULE 


\ 
PRINCIPAL ENTRANCE 


CHEAP S/DE 


MERCERS' HALL, CHEAPSIDE. 





